
Mr. Halverson and Mrs. Liberatore 
Plainfield South High School 2016-2017 

Algebra 1 Syllabus 
 
 

I. CONTACT INFORMATION (email preferred) 
 Mr. Halverson                  Mrs. Liberatore 
Email: KHalvers@psd202.org     Email: TLiberat@psd202.org  
Voicemail: 815-577-5846     Voicemail: 815-577-5994 
 
 
 
II.  REQUIRED MATERIALS  

 3-Ring Binder (tab/post-it dividers) 
 Take Home Folder 

 Pencils 

 Graphing Calculator (TI-83, TI-84, TI-84+, TI-84+ CE)  
 

 
III.  ABSENCES 

 If you’re absent for any reason, you are responsible for any work you missed; worksheets and/or handouts 
will be in the paper trays on the back counter.  
 (i.e. If you miss on Tuesday, then grab materials in the “Tuesday” tray.)  

 Unexcused absences will result in ZERO credit for that day. 

 Projects will lose 10% each day that they are late. 

 If a test or quiz was announced prior to an absence, students are still responsible to take that test or quiz on 
time, with the entire class. 

 
 

IV.  GRADE PERCENTAGES       
  Outcome Assessments 45%  Skills Assessments 25% 
 

Final Exam   20%  Daily Assignments 10% 
 

 
 

V.   DAILY ASSIGNMENTS 

 Comprehension Checks - These are given daily and will contain a couple questions to assess the progression 
of the students. These will be given in various ways as a: warm-up, homework quiz, exit slip, and more.   
 

 

 Practice - Practice problems will be given almost every day at the end of class. The key to understanding 
math is repetition! Problems will be checked in class the next day based on completion; the problems need 
to be fully completed to earn full credit. On the day they are due, you will have an opportunity to correct the 
problems and ask questions that may arise.  

 
 

 

GRADE SCALE 
A -- 90% - 100%   
B -- 80% - 89%  
C -- 70% - 79%  
D -- 60% - 69%  
F -- 59% and below  

 



VI. ASSESSMENTS 

 Skill Assessments (Quizzes) – These will be given multiple times throughout each unit leading up to the 
Outcome Assessment, with the purpose of determining the students’ level of understanding.  

 Corrections: Corrections are an option to earn back 50% of your points back. 
o Re-do the entire problem while showing all your math work 
o On a separate sheet of paper while attaching it to the original quiz 
o One brief sentence explaining what you did wrong on the original quiz for each problem 

 
  

 Outcome Assessments (Tests) – These will be given at the end of each unit. Students will be given a review 
prior to the day of the Outcome.  
  

 
VII. CLASSROOM POLICIES 

 Cell phones, IPods, and other electronics are to be turned off and not seen in class. 

 Food is not allowed, but you may bring water to class. 

 Late practice will not be accepted. 

 You are expected to bring pencil, calculator, and binder to class every day.  

 The door will close at the bell….no exceptions! Go get your Plasco! 

 A positive learning environment is the only environment allowed. A positive atmosphere enables 
student learning to be maximized.  

 
 
VIII. CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 
 Four simple classroom expectations: 

 Respect yourself   ●     Respect your peers 

 Respect your teacher   ●    Respect the environment 
 
 

IX. EXTRA HELP 

 We are always available to help and answer questions so you are not falling behind and you are 
prepared for assessments. The sooner you ask for help, the better understanding you will have and 
hence better grade you will have. Our availability is before and after school, by appointment. Another 
potential option is your study hall! Your study hall teacher could potentially assist with Algebra, or 
there will be in school options as well. The links below are web addresses to online Algebra I tools; all 
you have to do is log on and find the math topic we are studying in class to gain extra assistance! 

 

Option #1  http://my.hrw.com/index.jsp   User Name: va146   Password: math 
     * Click on red Algebra I book for additional documents and explanations! 
 
 
 Option #2  Khan Academy   http://www.khanacademy.org     
 

http://my.hrw.com/index.jsp
http://www.khanacademy.org/

