
Advanced Placement Language and Composition 
Course Syllabus 

Instructor:  Mrs. Shanna Gardner 
E-mail:  sgardner@psd202.org  

Voicemail:  (815) 577- 5886 
 

Remind Account:  Text @pscougars to 81010 
Turnitin.com Account:  15424951 / cougars  

 

This course is designed to further develop students’ abilities in the elements of composition and to advance stylistic 
maturity in their prose writing.  This course will advance critical analytical skills through a variety of contexts, works, 
periods and disciplines.  Students will prepare for the Advanced Placement Language and Composition Examination (to 
be taken in May) through reading, analysis, discussion and practice testing.  The culture of this classroom is one in which 
lively discussion and healthy disagreement will lead to deeper questioning, analysis, and consideration of one’s self and 
the surrounding world.  Opinions matter and therefore must be heard. Due to the nature of the course, students should 
expect to have extensive and frequent reading and writing obligations.  
 
Students who take this course are expected to take the AP Exam on Wednesday, May 16th, 2018. 
 
Necessary supplies for class:  
1. Pens/Pencils/Highlighters 
2. Loose-leaf paper/Notebook  
3. A binder with dividers is strongly suggested. A folder is necessary at minimum.  
 

Semester One 
 

Unit One: Foundations of Rhetoric and Evaluation of Argument 
 Introduction to The Riverside Reader, from In Praise of Reading and Fiction by Mario Vargas Llosa; Selected Readings 

from The Riverside Reader including Genocide Without Apology by Francine Prose, Of Altruism, Heroism, and Evolution’s 
Gifts by Natalie Angier, Women and the Future of Fatherhood by Barbara Dafoe Whitehead, Stone Soup by Barbara 
Kingsolver  

 Unit Assessment: Evaluation of Argument Essay 
 

Unit Two: Foundations of Critical Reading, Reflective Writing and Argument 
 Selections from Everything’s an Argument 
 The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
 Varied related argumentative and critical essays  
 Unit Assessment: Argumentative Essay 

 
Unit Three: Rhetorical Analysis  

 Hamlet and additional selected readings 
 Extended response writings, Socratic seminar 
 Unit Assessment: Rhetorical Analysis Essay 

 
Unit Four: Revision and Test Prep Recap 

 Selections from The Language of Composition, Language and Composition, The Riverside Reader, and Everything’s an 
Argument 

 Conformity and Individuality Timed Writing 
 Morality and Ethics Timed Writing 
 Narrative Essay Revision  

 
Ongoing: AP Test Prep (Multiple Choice, Timed Writings/Readings, etc.) Curiosity Challenges,  
                    Daily vocabulary, grammar instruction  
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Semester Two 
 

Unit Six: Rhetoric in Fiction 
 The Scarlet Letter (must obtain) and selected readings 
 Dialectical Journals  
 Extended Response writing 
 Socratic Seminar  
 Unit Assessment: Rhetorical Analysis Essay 

 
Unit Seven: Satire and Logical Reasoning 

 A Modest Proposal by Jonathan Swift 
 Selection of satirical writings 
 Logical Fallacies 
 AP Satirical writing prompts 

 
Unit Eight: Research and Synthesis 

 Debate project and presentation 
 Research and annotated bibliography 
 Outline and presentation preparation 
 Synthesis prompt creation  
 Unit Assessment: Fully-researched debate presentation 

 
Unit Nine: Independent Non-Fiction 

 Self-selected non-fiction 
 Original Argument/ Persuasive Essay  

 
Ongoing: AP Test Prep (Multiple Choice, Timed Writings/Readings, etc.) Curiosity Challenges,  
                    Daily vocabulary, grammar instruction  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Grading is based on a weighted point value: Summative Assessments 40%, Formative Assessments 25%, Participation 
15%, and Semester Final 20%. Keep in mind that semester grades are cumulative. Points will be generated throughout 
the evaluation process, including your own participation during class discussion.  
 
Grading Expectations 

A—Students working at this level engage fully in every assignment and demonstrate a willingness to examine their own 
thinking and assumptions. All work reflects a level of thinking far beyond the obvious and the superficial. Students come to 
class fully prepared to discuss assigned readings and to participate actively in all phases of the course. All assignments are 
submitted on time and all make-up work from authorized absences is managed in a timely fashion. Obviously, all work is the 
student’s own. 
 
B—Students working at this level competently engage every assignment and consistently attempt to examine their own 
thinking and assumptions. The majority of the student's work reflects a level of thinking beyond the obvious and the 
superficial. Students come to class fully prepared to discuss assigned readings and to participate actively in all phases of the 
course. Most assignments are submitted on time and most make-up work from authorized absences is managed in a timely 
fashion. Obviously, all work is the student's own.  
 

C—Students working at this level do not yet engage every assignment and inconsistently demonstrate a willingness to 
examine their own thinking and assumptions. Only a minor portion of the student’s work reflects a level of thinking beyond the 
obvious and the superficial. Students are reluctant to challenge themselves beyond what they have already accomplished in 
reading and writing and, thus, show little or no growth in those areas. Students come to class minimally prepared to discuss 
assigned readings and to participate actively in all phases of the course. A majority of assignments are submitted on time and 
most make-up work from authorized absences is managed in a timely fashion. Obviously, all work is the student’s own. 
 

D—Students working at this level seldom engage any assignment and consistently demonstrate an unwillingness to examine 
their own thinking and assumptions. The student's work reflects a level of thinking that is obvious and superficial. Students 
come to class ill-prepared to discuss assigned readings and to participate actively in the course. Several assignments are 
submitted late; some assignments may be missing completely. Make-up work from authorized absences may be missing or 
seriously late. Obviously, all work is the student's own.  



 
F—This level of work is obviously unacceptable. Work is often not submitted, or the student may completely ignore the 
requirements of the assignment, or the student is in violation of the Plainfield South Academic Honesty Policy.  
---Adapted from College Board Website 
 
 Work assigned will be collected at the beginning of class.  Late work will not be accepted for daily assignments 

(written homework associated with specific text). Major assessments will not be accepted more than FIVE calendar 
days after the due date. If absent, a student is expected to turn in work the first day he/she returns.  Additional 
revised work may be necessary to replace work or quizzes completed during the time of absence.  Make-up tests will 
be scheduled on a before or after school basis.  If a student is absent for an extended period of time, he/she must 
meet with the instructor to arrange an agreed upon make-up schedule.  All students are required to complete all test-
prep assignments regardless of decision to take the test, as this course is designed to prepare for the AP Exam. 
Computer issues are not considered valid excuses for late work as computers are available for use in school.  
 

Turnitin.com is a requirement for all writing assignments including, but not limited to, journals and major essays. All 
such assignments will be submitted ONLY to turnitin.com; therefore, failure to meet this requirement will result in a zero 
for that given assignment. 
 
Plagiarism is a serious concern and the guidelines according to Plainfield South’s Academic Honesty policy will be 
strictly enforced in this course.  
 
Tardies will be addressed according to the school policy.   
 
 

Tips for Success in This Course 
 Use a calendar or planner. Write down daily assignments every day. Check the class calendar for due 

dates of major assignments/ reading schedule. 
 Use your time wisely. Much will be expected of you in this class. Budget your time for major 

assignments, and do not procrastinate! 
 Stay organized. The most successful students keep their handouts in a logical order in a folder or 

binder, and they never lose class materials.  
 Meet deadlines. Turn assignments in on the due date to earn all of your points.  
 Read. Anything you can get your hands on! Every day, try to read a news story or a magazine article. 

Building a knowledge base will be a huge advantage on the AP exam.  
 Listen. Demonstrate accountability of by listening closely in class and contributing to class discussions.  
 Ask for help and advice! I am here to help you develop the reading writing skills you need for success. 

Never hesitate to seek my assistance! 
 
 
 
 
 

 


