
Environmental Science Issues  

Outcome C Study Guide 

1. What type of animals would you see in the savanna?   

Rhinos, gazelles, giraffes.  Large herds.  Grazing animals. 

 

2. Why are the prairies of North America threatened? 

Soil erosion- the native plants become destroyed by overgrazing/plowing 

 

3. How much rainfall do deserts receive? 

Less than 10 inches/ 25 cm  a year 

 

4. What is unique about the land in the tundra?  What is a type of adaptation of animals 

that live in the tundra?   

Permafrost- layer of frozen ground beneath the top soil.   

Animals have the ability to hibernate- this helps to conserve energy.   

 

 

5. What type of vegetation is found in the taiga?  What are some adaptations of plants 

found there? 

Coniferous Trees (pines, fir, spruce) 

Plants have shallow roots to accommodate the thin, nutrient poor soil 

 

6. How are biomes described?  

By the vegetation that grows in them. 

 

7.  What factors determine what types of plants grow in a particular biome? 

Temperature and Precipitation  

Higher temperatures and less precipitation = shorter and less dense vegetation.  

Plants in particular biomes have specific adaptations that help them survive.  

 

8. What are some adaptations of plants found in the rainforest?   

Trees with buttresses, vines, large flat leaves 

 

 

9. What is the climate like in the rainforest (rainfall and temperatures)? 

Large amounts of rainfall, high humidity, high temperatures. 

 



10. How do prairie plants survive fires? 

Deep root systems 

 

11. Describe what biomes you would see as you move North from Antarctica to the 

Equator. 

Tundra (cold), grasslands (warm), tropical rainforests (warmest) 

 

12. What are some threats to tropical rainforests? 

Deforestation, exploitation of plants and animals, habitat destruction.    

Deforestation leads to climate change. 

 

13. What is unique about the species diversity in the rainforest? 

They are close to the equator so high temperatures and lots of rainfall leads to the 

greatest amount of species diversity. 

 

14. What are some adaptations of animals found in the desert?   

Animals in the desert can survive a long time without water.  Nocturnal- searching for 

food at night. 

 

15. Where does most ocean pollution originate from? 

Human activities on land 

 

16. Where do most rivers originate from? 

Snowmelt in the mountains. 

 

17. What is the main source of coastal pollution in the United States? 

Industrial waste and sewage 

 

18. What are some environmental functions of wetlands? 

Decreases runoff, filter out pollutants, flood control. 

 

19. Where do estuaries receive water and nutrients from? 

Rivers (freshwater) and oceans (saltwater) 

 

20. What are some threats to ocean ecosystems? 

Activities on land 

21. What factors determine what types of organisms live in an aquatic environment? 

Amount of sunlight, temperature of the water, availability of nutrients.  



 

 

 


