
Lab Notebook Expectations 
 

The lab notebook is a record of everything you do in the laboratory.  It must be the approved lab 
notebook with quad ruled (graphing) paper. 

 Black or blue pen MUST be used when writing in your notebook.  Absolutely NO pencil. 

 You must write NEATLY.  I need to be able to read it.   

 If you need to make a correction, please draw ONE line through your work.  For example, I need 
to be able to read the original work.  If it is a graph, you may draw an X over it.  Do not erase, 
use white out, or rip out pages.  It is okay to make mistakes. 

 Only write on the first side of the page. 

 

SET-UP 
 

1.  The first page is your table of contents.  Fill it out during every lab.  Keep it updated.  You need the 
title of the lab, the dates the lab was performed, and the pages the lab used. 
2.  Your labs will start on page 1.  You will be required to have the following: 
  Title – Fill in at the top of page  
  Date - This is the date or dates the lab was performed. 
  Partners 
  Pre-lab Information – Some labs have set pre-lab  

questions for you to answer, others will have special  
directions for this area. 

Purpose/Hypothesis - This can sometimes be copied  
directly from the assigned lab. 

Materials – Listed out. 
  Safety - Listed out. 
  Procedure - Step by step with sketches of lab equipment.   

In addition, you should update it when appropriate if  
you make a change to a part of the procedure. 

Data - Make sure to include qualitative and quantitative date.   
Use the grid to make columns for tables when  
appropriate. 

Calculations/Graph – Show all work.  Circle/Box final answer. 
Questions – Many labs have post lab questions for you to  

answer based on your data.  This is different from the overall conclusion of the 
lab and should be done BEFORE the conclusion. 

Conclusions - Every lab requires a conclusion.  It  
will relate the data back to the purpose/hypothesis.  It should also make 
reference to how this lab relates to what has been learned in the classroom. 

3.  At the end of the lab, you will sign your full name and date.  Your lab partner must also sign and 
date the lab as your witness. 


