
Biology 
     Course Description/Policies 

 

 

Instructor: Mrs. Kathy Scott 

Email: kscott1@psd202.org 

WELCOME to Plainfield South High School! Parents and students, please review the information 

below.  If you should have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at any time. 

Course Description: 

Biology is the study of life. This year-long laboratory course is designed for students with a variety of 

skill and ability levels. It is intended for students with average ability in math and language skills.  

We will examine the following topics in depth: scientific methodology, cells, genetics, biodiversity, 

populations, and ecosystems. Both semesters will include laboratory experiences and problem 

solving using the scientific method. 

General Course Objectives: 

To help students develop a conceptual framework for biology and an appreciation of science as a 

process 

To advance students’ understanding of scientific and technological principles in today’s society 

Materials Needed (and to be brought daily to class): 

 Textbook: Biology by Miller and 

Levine 

o Online Textbook: biology.com 

o Login: Ojones1@psd202.org 

o Password: Cougars1 

 Binder (at least 1”) 

 Scientific Calculator 

 Blue/Black Pens 

 Red Pens 

 1 Package Markers or Colored Pencils 

(to be shared) 

 1 Box Disposable Gloves (to be 

shared) 

 1 Box Kleenex (to be shared)

Grading: 

Your grade will be calculated based on the number of points you score on various assignments, lab 

work, group work, quizzes, and tests. Semester grades will also include your semester exam score 

and will be calculated according to the following breakdown: 

 Assessments: 70% 

o This includes tests, quizzes, 

and lab 

 Assignments/Classwork: 10% 

 Semester Exam 20% 

 

 90-100%       A 

 80-89%         B 

 70-79%         C 

 60-69%         D 

 Below 60%   F

mailto:kscott1@psd202.org


 

Class Policies and Procedures: 

 School rules outlined in the student handbook will be strictly enforced. Be aware that these 

policies include the dress code and rules for electronic devices, both of which will be 

enforced with the consequences outlined in the handbook. 

 Graffiti, stray markings, trash, or any other abuse to the room will not be tolerated.  No food 

or drinks (with the exception of water in a clear container) are allowed at any time. Gum 

and other candy are also not allowed. Violation will result in detention. 

 Be prepared and on time for class. The policy for tardiness is outlined in the student 

handbook. You are considered tardy if you are not in your assigned seat when the bell rings. 

 Late work: Any late work, including labs or projects, will be accepted up to the day of the 

outcome assessment for half credit. 

 Absences: You should avoid absences from this class whenever possible. Absences cause 

gaps in your learning and will make this course difficult for you. When returning to school, it 

is your responsibility to obtain any materials or assignments you may have missed. You will 

be expected to make up missed test or quizzes on the day you return. Absence on a class day 

prior to a test or quiz will not excuse you from taking the assessment along with the rest 

of the class. 

 Lab Safety: Chemicals and other scientific equipment must be handled carefully. Failure to 

follow proper lab instructions and directions during a lab will result not only in a zero for the 

lab, but it could also inadvertently harm you and/or your classmates. As a result, horseplay 

during laboratory exercises will not be tolerated. 

 Plagiarism, the submission of another’s work as one’s own, is unacceptable and will result in 

a zero for all participating parties. 

 I am available for help after school by appointment. Don’t hesitate to ask for help 

Above all, respect yourself, your fellow classmates, your instructor, and your school. 

Course Syllabus: 

Semester 1: 

 Structure and Function 

 Energy Flow in Ecosystems 

 Ecology 

 

Semester 2:  

 Molecular Genetics 

 Inheritance  

 Common Ancestry and Diversity 

 Mechanisms of Evolution

Keys for success in this class: 

BE PREPARED: Bring your supplies to class, do your homework, and be ready for classroom 

activities like labs, presentations, and tests. 

BE ACTIVE: Participate in class, ask questions, cooperate with your classmates, and develop a 

study routine that works for you. 

BE POSITIVE: Attitude is everything; enjoy what you do, and everything will seem easy. 

 


