
Plainfield South High School 

 

U.S. History Syllabus 
Instructors:  Ms. Preissler & Mrs. Harvey    
     

Room #:   121    E-Mail:     kpreissl@psd202.org  
                                       charvey@psd202.org   

 

 

Text:  The Americans:   Reconstruction to the 21st Century.  Holt McDougal, 2012 
           (Online version available) @ my.hrw.com Username: uspreissler password: b7x6x 
 
 

Course Description:  
This course is a survey of U.S. History that originates with a review of the founding of the 
Nation, investigates the study of Presidential administrations, and compares major historical 
events and movements with a focus on the social, economic, and political aspects of America’s 
past.  Students are expected to produce analytical essays and to think critically through 
classroom discussions.  Primary and secondary source documents are used. 
 
Prerequisite: 
This course must be passed to graduate from High School. 
 
Course Supplies: 

Folder  
Writing Utensil (Pencil or black/blue Pen) 
 
 

Grading: 
Your grade will be based on the total number of points accumulated during the semester.  
Points will be given for daily work, products, tests, quizzes and the final exam.   
The grading scale is as follows: 
 

A = 90%-100%    Daily work  10% 
B = 80% -89%    Processes  15% 
C = 70%-79%    Assessments  55% 
D = 60%-69%     
F = 59% and below   Final Exam  20% 

 

mailto:kpreissl@psd202.org
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Assessment Correction Policy: 
Throughout the year, each student will have the opportunity to make corrections on any missed 
questions from assessments. For each corrected question, the student will receive ½ of the value back. 
In order to earn back credit, students must follow the guidelines that are listed below:  
 

- Students have until the next unit assessment to make corrections.  

- Students will use test corrections handout to complete test corrections. The handout requires 
students to identify what the question is asking, explain why their first response was incorrect, 
identify and explain their new answer choice, and provide the resource used for the correct 
answer. 

- Students are allowed to use their textbook, notes, or any other resources to make corrections 
and the entire handout must be completed in order to receive credit.  

- Corrections must be made either before school or after school in room 121, quizzes and tests 
are not allowed to be taken out of this room.  
 

 
Classroom Procedures/Expectations: 

1.  Assigned homework is due upon arrival to class.  *Completed homework will be stamped at 
the start of class, if the assignment is not completed the student will have the opportunity to 
complete the assignment by the end of the unit when the daily work is collected and receive 
HALF CREDIT*  
 

2. If you are absent, it is the students responsibility to get any material that was missed by 
checking in with Mrs. Harvey or Ms. Preissler AT THE START of the class period. 
 

- Arrange make-up tests, quizzes, or notebook/folder checks with the teacher upon 
your return.   

- I am available every morning for extra help or for make-ups. 
 

3. There will be absolutely no use of electronic devices within the classroom without permission 
from Mrs. Harvey or Mrs. Preissler. Students will receive one warning, if the electronic device is 
used for a second time without permission a disciplinary minor report will be written and the 
phone will be confiscated. Handbook procedures will then follow. 
 

4. There will be absolutely no food or drink (other than water) within the classroom.  
 

5. Students should be seated within their desk before the bell at the start of the period and at the 
end of the period. All electronic devices should be silenced and put away once the bell has rung. 
 

6. Students are not to enter the classroom if they notice that I am talking to another staff member 
or another student. Out of courtesy please wait until prompted to enter. 
 

7. Good manners will prevail. Courtesy and respect is expected at all times. We are trying to 
promote a positive, comfortable atmosphere for all. Speaking out of turn, rude or vulgar 
comments, whispering, laughing at others, or doing assignments for other teachers in my class 
are unacceptable and will be dealt with accordingly. 


