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815-577-5783 
 

Provided Texts:   Night by Elie Wiesel   

                                To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

 
        
                       

Course Objectives: English I Honors focuses on literary analysis, rhetorical strategies, synthesis 

of multiple texts, and the creation of arguments. Vocabulary study will be drawn from the 

readings, and students will respond to the literature through class and small group discussions 

and activities. Students will also write essays based on their responses to and/or critical analysis 

of the readings. Rhetorical strategies, grammar, usage, and mechanics will be studied as they 

relate to growth in critical thinking and in writing style and correctness. Students will complete a 

research project using MLA guidelines.    
 

Materials:  Please have the following items in class with you each day. 

 A FOLDER to be used for English I Honors only 

 PLENTY OF BLACK OR BLUE PENS (please do not submit work in other colors) 

 LOOSE-LEAF PAPER 

 A one-subject NOTEBOOK to be used only for English I Honors 

 Current TEXT (every day! No exceptions!) 

 A flash USB drive is STRONGLY recommended for moving documents to and from school. 

You should also have a valid e-mail address.  

 

 

OUTCOME A: The Art of Storytelling  

This unit introduces students to how literary devices 

function in a narrative. After reading a variety of short 

stories, narrative poetry, and personal narratives, 

students will apply their skills to composing the end to 

an existing narrative.  
  

Sample of Texts Covered 
Night by Elie Wiesel  

The Most Dangerous Game by Richard Connell  

The Cask of Amontillado by Edgar Allan Poe 

Silk Stockings by Kate Chopin 

OUTCOME B: The Purpose of Language  

This unit will introduce students to rhetoric and how language 

functions in order to achieve a specific purpose.  The focus 

will be on a character’s role and his/her development of theme 

in a play. 
  
 

Sample of Texts Covered 
Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare  

Various Sonnets by William Shakespeare  

Pyramus and Thisbe by Ovid 

The Red-Headed League by Arthur Conan Doyle 

Outcome C:  The Creation of Argument  

Students will continue to study how authors create 

meaning and purpose by analyzing various texts. 

Students will then synthesize sources to create their own 

argument in order to put into practice rhetorical 

strategies and techniques. 

 

Sample of Texts Covered 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt 

Conscientious Objector by Edna St. Vincent Millay  

Glory and Hope by Nelson Mandela  

Outcome D: The Impact of History  

Students will look at historical or world events that have 

shaped literature and report those findings to the class in 

an expository research presentation. 

  
 
 

Sample of Texts Covered (excerpts) 
A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens 

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 

The Schoolmaster by Anton Chekov 

Past One at Rodney’s by O. Henry 
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Grading:  Each assignment will have a point value. Rather than all points simply accumulating throughout the 
semester, assignments will be weighed in the following manner: 
 

Homework/Daily Tasks      10%             Summative Assessments       50% 

Formative Assessments            20%             Final Exam                             20% 

 
 

Grading Scale:  90-100 A 80-89 B  70-79 C 60-69 D <59 F 

 

 

Class Agreements 

 

Be Positive:  Be open to new 
ideas, accept and adapt to tasks. 
Looks like:  Putting forth effort, 

accepting imperfection, taking 
one step at a time, and helping 
others 
Does NOT look like:  Giving up, 
checking out, self-doubt, saying 
“I can’t” 

Be Respectful: Allow yourself 
and others to learn. 
Looks like:  raised hands to 

contribute, one voice at a time 
 
Does NOT look like:  yelling out, 
unrelated conversation (with 
instructor or others) 

Be Involved: Participate! 

Looks like: active listening, 
reading and discussing material 

 
Does NOT look like:  sleeping, 
staring, texting/using electronic 
devices 

 

 

Classroom Expectations 
 

A respectful student will… 

1.) Refrain from asking for passes during the first and last ten minutes of class and during lecture/whole 
group activity.  The student may ask for passes only during an emergency or individual work. 

2.) Ask questions frequently and at the appropriate time. The student will attempt to problem solve before 
seeking the teacher’s assistance.  The student will raise hand and wait patiently before they are 
recognized by the teacher. 

3.) Attend class daily.  In the event of an excused absence, the student is responsible for obtaining missed 
work. 
 

Absences:   

 Daily/In-class Work:  You are expected to make up all work missed because of any absence.  The number 
of days you miss equals the number of days you will have to make up the assignment.  You are also 
responsible for any notes taken the day of your absence.  If something is unclear, check with one of your 
peers.  If, after speaking with a peer, you are still confused, talk to me at an appropriate time. Check the file 

sorter on the counter for any missed documents, and arrange to make up missed quizzes and tests promptly.  
 

 Long-term Assignments:  If you are absent on the due date of a long-term project, essay, and/or test, it is 

my expectation that you will either turn in the project or take the test the first day back from your absence.   
 

Tips for Success in This Course 

 Use a calendar or a planner. Write down daily assignments every day. Check the class calendar for due 
dates of major assignments/ reading schedule. 

 Stay organized. The most successful students keep their handouts in a logical order in a folder or binder, 
and they never lose class materials. Please ask for help if you struggle with this skill. Now is the time to get 
organized! 

 Meet deadlines. Turn assignments in on the due date to earn all of your points. 

 Follow directions. Read directions carefully and follow them. 

 

 

                                           Hold high expectations for yourself as I do for each one of you. 

                                      Anticipate working hard and accomplishing much throughout the year! 


