
English I  
Presentation  

Exceeds Proficient Progressing Beginning Product does not 
allow for rating 

Focus and 

Organization 

 

-Insightful debatable thesis 
statement that takes a 
strong position 
-Purposeful arrangement 
and sequencing of 
information create a smooth 
flow 
-Complex 
transitions/transitional 
phrases effectively tie 
together ideas  
-Strong intro.  including 
attention getter, 
background, and thesis 
-Ends with a justifiable 
conclusion that leaves a 
compelling thought for 
readers 

-The thesis statement 
clearly addresses the 
prompt and is debatable 
- Sequencing of 
information is effective 
-Transitions/transitional 
phrases effectively tie 
together ideas  
-Introduction includes: 
attention getter, 
background, and thesis  
-Ends with a justifiable 
conclusion that attempts 
to leave readers thinking 

- The thesis is not fully 
developed and/or not 
successfully debatable 
-Sequencing of 
information is not 
always logical 
-Transitions/ 
transitional phrases 
are not always 
effective  
-Introduction lacks a 
necessary component 
-Ends with a conclusion 
that may not be 
justifiable or 
thoughtful 

- The thesis is not 
debatable 
- Sequencing of 
information lacks 
coherence  
-Transitions/transitional 
phrases are present, but 
not appropriately used 
(between and within 
paragraphs) 
-Weak, underdeveloped 
introduction missing 
multiple components  
-The end of the 
presentation does not 
conclude ideas or leave 
thought for readers 

-There is no thesis 
present  
-No support  
-No apparent 
organization of ideas 
-No attempt to 
connect ideas 
-No topic and 
concluding sentences 
-No introduction 
-No conclusion 

Support and 

Elaboration of Ideas 

 

-Strong outside research and 
evidence to support the 
thesis  
-Reliable outside research 
and information from the 
novel are paraphrased or 
directly quoted and cited 
-Compelling synthesis of 
information from a variety of 
sources 
-Balanced use of support 
from a variety of sources 
-Connects information and 
formulates a convincing 
conclusion about the topic 

 -Outside research and 
evidence to support the 
thesis  
-Outside research and 
information from the 
novel are paraphrased 
and directly quoted and 
cited 
-Synthesis of information 
from a variety of sources 
-Balanced use of support 
from sources 
-Connects information 
and formulates a 
conclusion about the 
topic 

-Most outside research 
and evidence support 
the thesis  
-Questionable 
reliability of one or 
more sources that are 
paraphrased or directly 
quoted and cited 
-Evidence from the 
novel is paraphrased or 
directly quoted 
-Synthesis of 
information relies 
heavily on limited 
sources 
-Connects some 
information and 
attempts to formulate 
a  conclusion about the 
topic 

-Some outside research 
and evidence supports the 
thesis  
-Questionable reliability 
of outside sources 
-Insufficient amount of 
paraphrased and directly 
quoted information from 
either the novel or 
outside sources and/or 
infrequently cited 
-Synthesis of information 
relies heavily on 1-2 
sources 
-Does not logically 
connect information or 
formulate a conclusion 
about the topic  

-The outside research 
and evidence does not 
support the thesis, is 
not reliable, or is not 
present 
No verbal citations 

Style 

 

-Stylistically sophisticated 
word choice is precise and 
engaging 
-No informal or ambiguous 
word choice 
-Exhibits a notable sense of 
voice and awareness of 
audience and purpose  
-All textual evidence is 
smoothly integrated into the 
speech 

-Precise and varied word 
choice creates a clear and 
complete picture 
-Avoids informal and 
ambiguous language 
-Exhibits a sense of voice 
and awareness of 
audience and purpose  
-Most textual evidence is 
smoothly integrated into 
the speech 

-Uses a limited range 
of word choice 
-Informal language 
detracts from quality 
of speech  
-Attempts to utilize 
voice and 
demonstrates 
awareness of audience 
and purpose  
-Some textual evidence 
is smoothly integrated 
into the speech 
 

-Relies on basic 
vocabulary 
-Uses slang or 
inappropriate language 
-Utilizes inappropriate 
voice for audience and 
purpose (uses passive 
voice) 
-Reveals a limited 
awareness of how to vary 
sentence patterns 
-Textual evidence is not 
smoothly integrated into 
the speech 

-Uses language that is 
incoherent or 
inappropriate 
-No variety in sentence 
structure; reveals an 
inability to speak in 
complete sentences 
-Disregards 
appropriate voice for 
audience and purpose  

Presentation Skills -Maintains effective eye 
contact with audience 
-Does not rely on notes to 
give presentation 
-Engages audience in 
presentation 
-Maintains effective volume 
during the entire 
presentation 
-Maintains posture with no 
distracting qualities 
-Presents all the information 
at an effective pace  

-Maintains adequate eye 
contact with the audience 
-Relies on notes for part 
of the presentation 
-Maintains effective pace 
for most of the speech 
-Maintains posture with 
few distracting qualities 
-Maintains effective pace 
for most of the speech  

-Maintains little eye 
contact with the 
audience 
-Relies heavily on 
notes to present 
-Volume is distracting 
from the presentation 
-Posture or gestures 
may be distracting 
-Pacing is ineffectively 
slow or fast  

-Eye contact is 
nonexistent or extremely 
sporadic 
- Relies only on note sheet 
to present and has 
difficulty presenting from 
note sheet 
-Pacing is ineffective 
 

-Reads the entire 
presentation from a 
note sheet 
-Eye contact, volume, 
posture and other 
non-verbal gestures 
are either non-existent 
or entirely distracting 
to the content of the 
speech  

Outline Format 
 

 -Proper parenthetical 
citations 
-Reflects the organization 
and content of the 
presentation. 
 

-Proper parenthetical 
citations 
-Occasional variation 
from the organization and 
content of the 
presentation. 
 

-Errors in parenthetical 
citations 
Occasional variation 
from the organization 
and content of the 
presentation. 
 

-Errors in parenthetical 
citations 
-Frequent variation from 
the organization and 
content of the 
presentation. 
 
 

-No Proper in-text 
parenthetical citations 
-The organization and 
content  of the 
presentation does not 
reflect the outline 
 



Works Cited  -Proper works cited page 
format (hanging indents, 
double spaced, alphabetical 
order) 
-All works cited citations 
properly formatted 
-All works cited sources 
match cited sources in 
speech 
-Cites the minimum number 
of sources required 

-One works cited or 
citation formatting error 
-Cites the minimum 
number of sources 
required 
-All works cited sources 
match cited sources in 
speech 
 

-Two works cited or 
formatting errors 
-Cites one fewer than 
the minimum number 
of sources required 
-One mismatched 
citation between the 
speech and the works 
cited page 
 

-Three or more works 
cited formatting errors 
-Cites two fewer than the 
minimum number of 
sources required 
-Two mismatched 
citations between the 
speech and the works 
cited page 
 

-No works cited page 
-Cites three fewer than 
the minimum number 
of sources required, or 
does not cite sources 
-Three or more 
mismatched citations 
between the speech 
and the works cited 
page 

Visual Aid - More than 3 PowerPoint 
slides (not including the title 
slide) 
-Print out of slides provided 
-Visual aids serve to 
creatively enhance 
presentation  
-Use of visual or audio 
enhancements  
-Easy to read and follow  
-No spelling or grammar 
errors  
 

-3 PowerPoint slides (not 
including the title slide) 
-Print out of slides 
provided 
-Visual aids serve to 
enhance presentation  
-Use of visual or audio 
enhancements  
-Easy to read and follow  
-No spelling or grammar 
errors  
 
 

-3 PowerPoint slides 
(not including the title 
slide) 
-Print out of slides 
provided 
-Visual aids somewhat 
enhance presentation  
-Some use of visual or 
audio enhancements  
-Somewhat difficult to 
read and follow  
-Few spelling or 
grammar errors  
 

-Less than 3 PowerPoint 
slides (not including the 
title slide) 
-No Print out of slides 
provided 
-Visual aids minimally 
enhance presentation  
-Little use of visual or 
audio enhancements  
-Difficult to read and 
follow  
-Many spelling or 
grammar errors  
 

-No visual aid 
-Product does allow 
for evaluation 
 

 

Grade Translation General Criteria for Assessment  

100 Exceeds in all categories 

95 
Exceeds in both:  “Focus and Organization” and “Support and Elaboration” 
Proficient in all other traits 

90 
Exceeds in either:  “Focus and Organization” or “Support and Elaboration”  
Proficient in all other traits 

85 
Proficient in both: “Focus and Organization” or “Support and Elaboration” but exceeds in other traits.  
No trait rating less than proficient.  

80 
Proficient in both:  “Focus and Organization” and “Support and Elaboration” 
No trait rating less than Progressing 

75 
Proficient in either:  “Focus and Organization” or “Support and Elaboration” (the other trait is at least Progressing) 
Progressing in other remaining traits 

70 
“Focus and Organization” and “Support and Elaboration” fall into progressing 

60 
“Focus and Organization” and “Support and Elaboration” split between progressing and beginning. Remaining traits at 
least progressing. 

55 
“Focus and Organization” and “Support and Elaboration” fall into Beginning; overall essay does not reflect mastery of 
outcome. 

 

 Exceeds Proficient Progressing Beginning Product does not 
allow for rating 

Focus and 

Organization 

     

Support and 

Elaboration of 

Ideas 

     

Style      

Presentation Skills      

Outline Format      

Works Cited      

Visual Aid      

 

 

Name____________________________________________________ 

Topic____________________________________________________ 


