
Ghost Stories 
Answer the following questions: 

• What makes a ghost story entertaining? 

 

 

 

 

• What makes a character strong and interesting? 

 

 

 

 

• What makes a setting appropriate for a ghost 

story?  

 

 

• What are ways to connect to the history of a place 

or people that may work well in a ghost story? 

 

 

 



 

Now…  Read the sample ghost stories and 

respond to the questions following the 

selection. 

The Cut-off 

retold by 
S. E. Schlosser 

The devil was in the Mississippi River that night. You could feel it 

with every eddy swirling against the helm of the boat. You could hear 

it in every jangle of the bell. You could see it in the dim light of the 

lantern as it tried to pierce the swirling fog. You could sense it in the 

sound of the chugging engine. The devil was in the river. It was a bad 

night to be out in a paddleboat. But he had sworn when he set out that 

nothing could make him turn back.  

No other pilot dared brave the Mississippi that night. They were 

all huddled in the tavern, gossiping. After an evening of listening to 

their empty boasts, he had made one himself. He knew the Mississippi 

River so well that he could guide his paddleboat on his run even 

through the thickness of the night's fog. When the other pilots heard 

his boast, they laughed and told him he would be back before 

midnight. He had grown angry at their jeers, and had sworn in front of 

them all that he would not turn back this night for any reason, should 

the Devil bar the way! This is the conflict.  It propels the action. 

The paddle wheeler was rocking oddly under the strange eddies 

of the river. But he knew every turn and guided her along despite the 

fog. He was almost to Raccourci when he saw shore where no shore 

had ever been before.  



He turned the boat this way and that. It could not be! The river 

ran straight through on this branch. He had guided his paddleboat 

through this place a hundred times.  

But the devil must have been listening at the tavern and had 

heard his boast, for the Mississippi had shifted! He swore every curse 

he knew, and kept searching for a way through. He had vowed to 

complete his run without turning back and he was determined to carry 

out his vow. He would never go back. Never! He would stay there until 

daybreak, and beyond if need be.  

Suddenly, the paddleboat gave a massive jerk. The engine 

stalled. The boat shuddered and overturned. When the fog lifted the 

next day, they found his paddleboat sunk to the bottom with a gaping 

hole in its side, and the pilot drowned.  

On foggy nights, you can still hear the ring of the bell, the sound 

of the engine and the curses of the ghost captain trying to complete 

his run.  

 

© S.E. Schlosser 1997 - 2004. 

1. The author foreshadows the events of that night in a not-so-

subtle way.  Give an example of foreshadowing. 

 

 

2. What is the ghost’s code of behavior?  Why does he come back? 

 

 



 

La Mal Ahora 
retold byS. E. Schlosser        

**This is what I would like your story to be like.  The legend of  la mal ahora is 

apparent in the story; however, this contains all the elements of a story.  That’s how 

your story should be.** 

 

My friend Isabela called me one evening before dinner. She was sobbing as she 

told me that she and her husband Enrique were getting divorced. He had moved out of the 

house earlier that day and Isabela was distraught.  

I called my husband, who was on a business trip in Chicago, and he agreed that I 

should go stay with Isabela for a few days to help her during this difficult time. I packed 

a small suitcase and got right into the car. It was late, and it would take me at least four 

hours to drive from my home to Sante Fe. Isabela was expecting me to arrive around 

midnight. 

As I traveled down the dark, wet highway, I kept feeling chills, as if someone or 

something were watching me. I kept looking in the rear view mirror, and glancing into 

the back seat. No one was there. Don't be ridiculous, I told myself, wishing fervently that 

I was home in my bed instead of driving on a dark, rainy highway. There was almost no 

traffic, and I heartily wished that I would soon reach Sante Fe.  

I turned off the highway just before I reached the city, and started down the side 

roads that led to Isabela's house. As I approached a small crossroads, I saw a woman step 

into the street directly in front of my car. I shrieked in fright and slammed on my brakes, 

praying I would miss her.  

The car shuddered to a halt, and I looked frantically around for the woman. Then I 

saw her, right beside my window, looking in at me. She had the face of a demon, twisted, 

eyes glowing red, and short pointed teeth. I screamed as she leapt at my window, her 

clawed hands striking the glass. I put my foot down on the accelerator and the car leapt 

forward. For a few terrible moments, she ran along side the car, keeping up easily and 

striking at me again and again. Then she fell behind and in the rear view mirror I saw her 

growing taller and taller, until she was as large as a tree. Red light swirled around her like 

mist, and she pointed after me, her mouth moving though I could not make out the words. 

I jerked my attention back to the road, afraid what might happen to me if my car ran off 

the street.  

I made it to Isabela's house in record time and flung myself out of the car, 

pounding on her door frantically and looking behind me to see if the demon-faced woman 

had followed me. Isabela came running to the door and let me in.  

"Shut the door! Shut it!" I cried frantically, brushing past her into the safety of the house.  

"Jane, what is wrong?" she asked, slamming the door shut. She grabbed my hand and led 

me into the living room. I sank onto the couch and started sobbing in fear and reaction. 

After several minutes, I managed to gasp out my story. Isabela gasped and said: "Are you 

sure you were at a crossroads when you saw her?"  

I nodded, puzzled by her question.  

"It must have been La mal ahora," Isabela said, wringing her hands.  

"The bad hour?" I asked.  



"This is bad, Jane. Very bad," Isabela cried. "La Malhora only appears at a 

crossroads when someone is going to die." 

Ordinarily, I would have laughed at such a superstition, but the appearance of the 

demon-woman had shaken me. Isabela got me a cup of hot cocoa, brought my luggage in 

from the car, and sent me to bed. She was so concerned for me that she didn't once 

mention the divorce or Enrique.  

I felt much better the next morning, but I could not shake the feeling of dread that 

grew within me all day. Neither of us mentioned La Malhora, but we were both thinking 

of her when I told Isabela that I wanted to go home. Isabela insisted on accompanying 

me. I flatly refused to drive after dark. I was afraid I would see the demon-woman again 

when I passed the crossroads.  

We left the next morning, and we hadn't been home more than twenty minutes 

when a police car pulled into my driveway. I knew at once what it meant, and so did 

Isabella.  

The officers spoke very gently to me, but nothing could soften the news. My 

husband had been mugged on the way back to his hotel after dinner last night. His body 

had not been found until this morning. He had been shot in the head and was killed 

instantly. 
 

1. How does this story differ from the first? 

 

2. What is the legend or folk tale that the story is based on?  Briefly describe it. 

 

 

 

3.  How is foreshadowing used? 

 

4.  What is the demon’s code of behavior or MO?  Why does she appear? 

 

5. Briefly describe the actual plot. 

 

 



The Lady with the Emerald Ring 

This is an example of what NOT to do. 

I heard this one while visting a place in England the previous 
summer, and it scared the living day lights out of me, only to prevail 

that I had a good laugh when they were done with the tale.  
A man's wife became deathly ill the night before Christmas in 

1798, he called for the doctor but by the time the doctor had arrived 
his wife had died, or so it seemed. Her husband was so grief stricken 

that he shut himself up on his own and didn't attend the funeral the 
following day. The servants of the house carried the rich woman's 

body to the Vicar who in a drunken stupor held the ceremony quickly. 
The veil was drawn across her face, the stone lid lowered and the iron 

grille locked.  
When later that night the Clergy man fell to sleep he 

remembered the beautiful emerald ring the woman had been laid with 
on her finger. Wanting riches for himself and fiquring no one would 

find out he went downstairs unlocked the lid open it and tried to pry 

off the ring, it wouldn't budge. He ran to his lab and brought back a 
file to cut off her finger with. He severed her finger and pulled the ring 

off, as he left he turned arond to pick up the iron lid, and screamed at 
the top of his lungs, dropped the ring and ran, the woman had 

awakened and was moaning and holding her severed finger towards 
him with a smile displayed evenly across her face.  

He ran with all his might upstairs where he hung himself from 
the rafters of his home. If only he knew that the woman had only to 

thank him for she had not died after all but had gone into a coma and 
the cutting of her finger restored her circulation waking her from it.  

Wearing nothing but her fine silk dress she walked back to the 
home and knocked on the door and rang the bell to no avail. The 

servants had all gone to sleep for it was late christmas eve. She felt an 
urge and lifted a heavy stone, threw it at her husband's window, and 

waited. He came to the window with a sorrowful look on his face, and 

suddenly to her surprise he yelled, "Go away. Why must you torture 
me so. Don't you know my wife has just died. Let me mourn and do 

not bother me again."  
With this he shut the window. He must not have realized it was 

his wife who had thrown the rock at him. She repeated this and he 
opened the window again, and she yelled to him, "I am no one but 

your so called dead wife. Now come down here and open this door, 
Henry Page, unless you'd like me to die a second time on our 

doorstep."  



"You are a ghost then," he said to her.  
She said, "No, for ghost's don't bleed. Now come down here 

before I catch my own death of cold."  
The man with a joyous look on his face came down to meet his 

wife and took her inside where he called the doctor once more and told 
him the news. They both lived long lives and there first son was born 

the next year.  
-- Thanks to Julia Dawn.  

http://www.macscouter.com/Stories/GhostStories.html#Emerald%20Ring 

1. What is different about this story in comparison to the other two? 

 

 

2. Is there a plot?  Comment on the development of the plot.  Could it have been 

improved? 

 

 

 

3. Did the author successfully create suspense?   

 

 

 

4. Did the story tell of an actual ghost story? 

 

5. Do you now understand why yours should not be like this? 

 

6. Good!  Let’s get to your story now. 

 

http://www.macscouter.com/Stories/GhostStories.html#Emerald%20Ring
http://www.macscouter.com/Stories/GhostStories.html#Emerald%20Ring


Assignment 

For your own ghost story, you will do one of the following: 

1. Choose one ghost story from 

http://www.americanfolklore.net/halloween.html#1 or 

https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/real-ghost-stories-online-2.   
(This second web address consists of a series of podcasts.)  Both 

websites contain a multitude of ghost stories from all over the 
country.  You’ll notice that many of them are local legends, 

organized by state.  Print it out (to be turned in with your final 
draft). You’ll notice that the ghost stories found on these 

websites simply tell what the legend is; they lack an actual plot. 
Write your ghost story based on the legend/ghost story found.  

Yours must include characters, setting, dialogue, suspense, etc. 

OR 

2. Write your ghost story based on a ghost story you’ve heard (but 

not read).  Again, your story must include characters, setting, 

dialogue, suspense and an actual plot. 

6.  Circle your choice. 

7.  Read these notes.   

o Character: Think about the ghost as the main character, 
or focus on the reaction of a key character in your story 

who is affected by the ghost.  
o Conflict: The conflict in a ghost story is usually the issue 

that makes the human return in ghost form. It may be a 

violation of the code of behavior that the story seeks to 
illustrate.  

o Resolution: The resolution in a ghost story typically 
involves the ghost's return and the details of the haunting. 

Remember that the haunting in a ghost story usually 
relates closely to the conflict and code of behavior (how 

the ghost acts or what it always does).  
o Setting: There may be more than one setting to think 

about, the present time period that the ghost haunts and 
the past time period when the ghost was a living person.  

o Pacing:  As in suspense stories, you will need to control 
the pace of the story in order to create suspense.  You can 

do this by using short, choppy sentences.  This increases 

http://www.americanfolklore.net/halloween.html#1
http://www.americanfolklore.net/halloween.html#1
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/real-ghost-stories-online-2
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/real-ghost-stories-online-2


the rate in which the story is read, which helps create 

suspense.  

8. Keep reading! 

 

9. Complete the following questions about your ghost story.  You 

may respond using graphic organizers. 

Who will be your main character?   

   

Describe the ghost’s personality traits.  What is its code of  behavior? 

   

 

 

 

 

 

What makes your ghost return?  Why does it behave the way it does? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Describe your settings.  Be sure that the details provided will 

contribute to the overall mood of the story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How is the conflict resolved?  Provide details of the haunting. 

 

 

 

 

 

How will you create suspense?  Will there be a false alarm?  Make a 

plan here for sending chills down our spines! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Ghost Story RESPONSE SHEET 
 

AUTHOR:     RESPONDENT: 

 
1. Please comment on the development of the main character, the ghost.   How well 

is this character developed? Were you able to determine the reason the ghost 

returned?  If so, why? 

 

 

 

 

 
2. Was the main character’s personality sufficiently described through a variety of 

methods?  Provide a good example of characterization used in the story.  Provide 

an example of characterization that could use improvement.  Offer a suggestion. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
3. Did the story provide an eerie setting?  Is it described using imagery?  Offer at 

least one suggestion or comment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Was the story suspenseful?  Explain how the author created suspense, or offer 

suggestions on how to create suspense. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Ghost Story RESPONSE SHEET 
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3. Did the story provide an eerie setting?  Is it described using imagery?  Offer at 

least one suggestion or comment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Was the story suspenseful?  Explain how the author created suspense, or offer 

suggestions on how to create suspense. 
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AUTHOR:     RESPONDENT: 
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well is   this character developed? Were you able to determine the reason the 
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4. Was the story suspenseful?  Explain how the author created suspense, or offer 

suggestions on how to create suspense. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ghost Story RUBRIC 
 

 

PLOT 

• Fully developed 

• Suspenseful 

• Clear conflict- explains the reason for the hauntings 

• Foreshadows the haunting 

• Haunting is detailed 

• SHOWS, NOT TELLS 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

 

CHARACTER 

• Fully developed using various methods of characterization 

• Code of behavior is consistent  

 

1 2 3 4 5 

 

SETTING 

• Contributes to and/or enhances the mood of the story 

• Eerie 

• Detailed 

 

1          2 3 4 5 

 

 

GRAMMAR/CONVENTIONS 

• Varies sentence structure 

• No fragments or run-ons, unless for effect 

• No spelling or capitalization errors 

 

       1           2          3   4   5 

 

 

 

 

TOTAL_________/25 


