
Creative Writing 
Mr. Jarot 

Room 410 
jjarot@psd202.org 

815-577-5851 
 

This challenging class is designed for the student who is seriously interested in personal expression through 

writing and in experimenting with various types of creative writing.  You will have some freedom in choosing 

from various styles within three genres-short stories, poetry, and drama/screenplay; however, there will be some 

genres that you will be required to write at least once. Time management and self-discipline will be keys to your 

success.   

 

 

Structure of Course:   

 

Workshops          

Each week, there will be at least one workshop designed to help you focus on a particular writing style, such as 

science-fiction, haiku, period fiction, etc.  You will be responsible for completing these workshops and handing 

them in.  Points contribute toward participation. 

           

Technique            

Each week, there will be at least one class period of instruction designated to address a writing technique or 

device.  Examples include characterization, imagery, irony, etc.             

 

Response Groups               

Each week, response groups will meet to share writing pieces and offer feedback. Response sheets will be 

completed for each group member’s piece.  A minimum of three (3) response sheets must be handed in with 

each completed piece. 

 

Independent Writing Day               

Each week, you will be given class time to work on required pieces.  A handwritten draft 

will be required with each completed piece.  No exceptions. 

 

*Points will be awarded for participating for each of these activities on any given day. 
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Units Studied:   

Short Stories       

Two (2) story minimum.  Point values vary.  A handwritten rough draft, a typed final draft, and the corresponding 

response sheets will be required for each piece.              

  

Poetry  

Eight (8) poem minimum.  Point values vary.  A handwritten rough draft, a typed final draft, and the corresponding 

response sheets will be required for each piece. 

                                                                        

Drama/Screenplay   

One (1) drama/screenplay minimum. A handwritten rough draft, a typed final draft, and the corresponding response 

sheets will be required for each piece.          

          

The Portfolio  

The portfolio will be an ongoing project due at the end of the semester. You will revise eight (8) graded pieces to be 

included in the portfolio.  You will be graded on editing, application of literary techniques, self-reflection, and graphic 

presentation.  

**The portfolio will not be accepted late under any circumstances.** 

 

Grading Procedures: 

Participation        

Participation includes participating and sharing during the daily writing exercises, discussion, preparation, response 

groups, workshops, and use of class time.         25%   

             

Products 

This includes all the major pieces of writing that are turned in throughout the semester (roughly 8 poems, 2 stories, 1 

drama/screenplay, and the portfolio)        55% 

 

Final Exam 

A written final exam will be given at the end of the semester.      20% 

   

Turnitin.com is required for every poem, story, or drama/screenplay handed in for points. Computer lab time will 

be given periodically for students who do not have access to a computer. Additionally, students may go to the 

Media Center in order to turn in pieces to turnitin.com.  

   

Grading Scale:  

100-90    A       

89-80    B  

79-70     C     

69-60     D   

59-0  F 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This syllabus must be signed by you and your parent/guardian and returned to me by 

_________________. 

I have read and understood the classroom policies and procedures of Mr. Jarot’s Creative Writing course 

and will follow them accordingly. 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature______________________________ Date___________ 

 

Parent/Guardian E-Mail Address ________________________________________ 

 

Student Signature______________________________________ Date____________ 

 


