
Don’t forget, when faced with two versions of the same event, all three steps are important:  

1. Examine your own feelings based on past experiences (pathos) 

2. Hypothesize what each person’s motivations may be for telling his side of the story. (ethos) 

3. Examine whatever evidence you have and create questions you should ask. (logos) 

 

Situation One: 

Harry and Penelope have been dating for two years.  Gladys, Penelope’s friend, comes to her one day and tells her that 

Gertrude, the girl they hate, was bragging that she made out with Harry at a party last week.  Gladys believed her.  

Penelope confronts Harry, who denies the whole thing. 

1. What are your initial feelings—who’s telling the truth?  What past experiences or knowledge are you basing this 

initial feeling on? 

2. There are several people involved—Harry, Gladys, and Gertrude.  List each person and explain, if he or she were 

lying, what his or her motivation may be for doing so. 

3. What evidence do you have so far?  If you were Penelope, what questions would you ask (and to whom) to get 

to the truth?  

 

Situation Two: 

Mrs. Jones, a teacher of 11 years, teaches a “difficult” class of sophomores.  One day, a kid tells her, “you’re an f-ing 

b#$@&.”  The kid is written up and is about to be suspended.  He tells his dean that he just snapped because the 

teacher is disrespectful.  In fact, he says, the day before she told him “just to drop out.”  The dean is trying to be fair; if 

this is true, she somewhat understands why he would “flip out” on the teacher.  The teacher, however, says that he took 

her comments way out of context, and he deserves a harsh punishment.  

1. What are your initial feelings—who’s telling the truth?  What past experiences or knowledge are you basing this 

initial feeling on? 

2. There are two people involved—the teacher and the student.  What would each person’s motivation be for 

sticking to his or her version of the story? 

3. What evidence do you have so far?  If you were the dean, what questions would you ask (and to whom) to get to 

the truth? 

 

Situation Three 

We have all been in a situation in which we are not completely sure whom to believe. Create your own ambiguous 

situation based on your own experiences to be presented to the class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


