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Romeo and Juliet - Prologue  

 

Using the footnotes and context clues, try to determine what each line of the Prologue means.  You can do it! 

Write what you think each line means in your own words on the lines provided.  

 

1. Two households, both alike in dignity,      _________________________________________________ 

2. In fair Verona, where we lay our scene, ___________________________________________________ 

3. From ancient grudge break to new mutiny, _________________________________________________ 

4. Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean. ______________________________________________ 

5. From forth the fatal loins of these two foes _________________________________________________ 

6. A pair of star-cross'd lovers take their life; _________________________________________________ 

7. Whose misadventured piteous overthrows _________________________________________________ 

8. Do with their death bury their parents' strife. _______________________________________________ 

9. The fearful passage of their death-mark'd love, _____________________________________________ 

10. And the continuance of their parents' rage, _________________________________________________ 

11. Which, but their children's end, nought could remove, ________________________________________ 

12. Is now the two hours' traffic of our stage; __________________________________________________ 

13. The which if you with patient ears attend, _________________________________________________ 

14. What here shall miss, our toil shall strive to mend. ___________________________________________ 

 
1. dignity: high social rank.  

3. mutiny: violence.   

4. “Where…unclean”:  in which the blood of the citizens stains citizen’s hands 

6. star-cross'd: ill-fated by the unfavorable positions of the stars 

7. Whose…overthrows”: whose infortunate, sorrowful destruction 

9. passage: progress, from beginning to end.  

12. traffic: business. The phrase "two hours' traffic" poses a puzzle. On the modern stage, the full text of the play cannot be done in 

two hours; does this mean that it was cut in Shakespeare's time, or that Shakespeare's actors spoke very fast?  

14. “What…mend”: What is not clear in this prologue we actors shall try to clarify in the course of the play.  

 
 
Questions 
1. What is the purpose of a “Chorus?” 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think Shakespeare would reveal the ending in the beginning of the play? 
 


