
The Things They Carried-Part Five  
 

Reading Notes:  “The Ghost Soldiers,” “Night Life,” and “The Lives of the 

Dead”  

  

Directions: Write your responses to these questions on a separate sheet of paper 

as you read. It’s fine to type your responses if you prefer. Responses to each 

question should be thorough and at least a 3-5 sentence paragraph response, not 

just a few words or a single sentence.  Please take notes on the back of this sheet 

during our class discussions.   

 

1. Reflect and Relate: In “The Ghost Soldiers,” Tim O’Brien takes his 

revenge on Bobby Jorgenson, but it doesn’t turn out quite the way he 

imagined.  In what way is O’Brien’s revenge an attempt for him to 

survive?  Of course, if you think this was not the sort of thing a survivor 

does, discuss why and defend your argument with examples and details 

from the text and/or your personal life experience. 

2. Reflect: O’Brien relates the story of Linda, his childhood sweetheart.  

Compare and contrast how her story is similar to the other stories O’Brien 

tells of the men and women in Vietnam.  Use at least two examples from 

the text to illustrate and support your ideas. 

3. Represent: Think of one word that describes all the characters in the book 

– one word that somehow captures what they all have in common.  Then 

write a paragraph in which you apply it to the characters and include 

examples that show what you mean.  Here is a sample, using the 

characters from John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men: 

 All the characters, including Curley’s wife, are __________.  

Curley, for example, shows he is __________by…  Carlson is no different 

because…  Several others, including Candy and Crooks, are __________ 

because…  Finally, Lennie and George, despite their differences, are both 

__________.  For example…  

4. Reflect and Respond: Throughout our study of this novel, one of the “Big 

Questions” has been, “What does it take to be a survivor?”  Now that you 

have finished the novel, reflect on what you think this means in general.  Also, 

how does it apply to the novel in particular?  Include examples from the story 

as well as your own personal experience to support your thinking.    



 
 


