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Course Overview  
In recent years, the study of literature - like the study of any of the other disciplines that make up the humanities (art, 
history, music, and philosophy) - has been highly criticized. Decried as subjective, relative, and otherwise “soft,” the 
humanities are often dismissed as fields of study for the less-rigorous intellectual. Nothing could be further from the 
truth. Study of the humanities requires the same discipline of thought required by study of the sciences: erroneous 
assumptions make for erroneous interpretations. The content of this course will serve to substantiate this argument, 
and the skills practiced in this course will often mirror those practiced in the sciences. With all this in mind, I invite 
you to explore with me what it means to be human. 
  
 
Course Description: 
The Advanced Placement Literature and Composition course was created as a beginning level college writing and 
reading course according to the College Board and, therefore, will be treated as a college class.  Exploring complex 
literature and poetry at the collegiate level through class discussion, writing, presentations, and creative projects is 
the foundation for this course.  Each major unit of study is centered on concepts and devices essential for the AP test.  
For example, students will read The Stranger to primarily focus on the importance of structure in the text.  Finally, we 
will spend an ample amount of time writing AP-style timed essays, working with AP multiple-choice tests, and 
discussing and using collegiate language used on the AP exam.   
 
 
Major Texts:  
* These books are expected to be acquired by the students ASAP.  Novels are listed in the order being taught.* 
 
Semester One –      Semester Two -   

Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut    A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens 
The Stranger by Albert Camus     Atonement by Ian McEwan 

 Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare    Sula by Toni Morrison 
  
Textbook – Perrine’s Literature: Structure, Sound, & Sense 
 
Other assorted authors of poetry, short stories, and essays from the 16th to the 21st Centuries 

 
 
 
Student Participation:   
Since students will engage in discussion on an almost daily basis (regarding topics of literary analysis such as style, 
diction, tone, and figurative language) they must be prepared to discuss the readings in order to enhance their 
understanding through corresponding written assignments.  Without strong student participation and responsibility, 
the course cannot develop.   Students are looked upon as leaders of class discussion as a means to prepare them to 
read, discuss, and write critically. 
 
 
Reading:  
Reading in this class will always be a process, and it will always be active.  One of the essential things students will be 
working on is close reading, annotating, and journaling/freewriting.  What is important to remember with regard to 
the reading for this class is that we will never simply be reading.  We will be engaging our texts in conversation, and 
these solitary conversations we will be holding as individuals will naturally serve as a springboard for our classroom 
conversations/discussions. 
 
Readings must be completed on time and with care. The major works (listed above) will be actively read and 
annotated outside of class.  If students do not annotate, then they are not reading closely and, therefore, are 
unprepared for class. In addition, students will be assigned supplemental, shorter pieces to enhance the understanding 
of the concepts in the unit.  Lastly, during the week a novel/play is due, be prepared to take quizzes and to not only 
discuss but present analysis. 



 
 
One of the skills essential for college success and lifelong learning in general is to be a self-motivated learner.  
Hence, the generation of words and definitions unfamiliar to students will not only be expected but will also be a 
requirement.  Actively using a dictionary and learning the meanings of unfamiliar words is an absolutely necessary 
part of this process.  Furthermore, application of these “newly-learned” words will be an essential aspect of the 
revision process while writing essays.   
   
 
Writing / Revision: 
To leave this course with a strong understanding of their writing style and the ability to write in a sophisticated, 
collegiate manner, students will write several essays, an equal mix of both in-class timed writings as well as formal 
papers for which they will work thoroughly through each step of the writing process.  These writing assignments will 
serve as the culmination of close reading, annotating, analysis, and discussion of assigned texts.  Students should be 
prepared to meet with their teacher (during class or after school, as time and scheduling permits) to discuss their 
writing, their understanding of their own writing, and their writing processes.  As an essential part of each unit, 
students will be expected to plan, draft, revise, and edit a series of well-thought-out, detailed analytical essays 
 
Throughout the course of the year, mechanics, grammar, organization, and style will be addressed not only in the 
literature we are studying but also in our writing, partly in the form of minilessons.  The concepts studied in these 
minilessons will be revisited and evaluated during peer-editing sessions.  Extensive peer-editing will be an essential 
part of the writing process, during which students will analyze and evaluate specific rhetorical aspects of fellow 
classmates’ drafts, with specific focus on strategies of revision.  
 
Students must demonstrate an ability to produce essay and written compositions that are clear, contain evidence of 
revision, and are well-organized and include solid claims backed up by relevant evidence.  They will also learn to use 
deductive reasoning in their essays – moving from the general to the particular- and inductive reasoning – moving 
from the particular to the general. 
    
 

*English and Literature Advanced Placement EXAM DATE:  

Wednesday May 8th, 2019 
 

 
Late Work:  Late assignments will receive a point reduction.  Assignments that are inordinately late will receive no credit.  

 

  
 

Make-up Work: Students are responsible for asking for work missed when absent. Students have the number of school days 

they missed to complete the work (as long as the absences are excused).  Tests will be made up as soon as possible upon their 
return. If a student is absent on the day an essay/major project is due, he/she is responsible for delivering a hard copy to the 
teacher’s mailbox or emailing the completed assignment by the time of his/her class period.  The student must confirm in 
person that the teacher has received the assignment.   
 

 

 

 

 
Grading Scale and Calculation: 

 
Total Percentage Breakdown of Total Grade 

 

 

● Summative (essays, projects, presentations, tests)     55%  

● Formative  (quizzes, essay drafts)                              15% 

● Daily work, homework,  

    participation)                                                              10% 

                            

● Final exam                                                                  20% 

 

Grading Scale 

 

100 – 90%  A 

89 – 80%  B 

79 – 70%  C 

69. – 60%  D 

59% and below  F 

 

 



Turnitin.com:   
All assignments will be completed individually. Even in group presentations, your portion of the presentation and 
written work will be individually completed and graded. All major assignments will need to be typed and submitted 
to turnitin.com by the date they are due, and they will not be graded until they are submitted.  All students must turn 
in an electronic copy to the website. Students committing plagiarism will suffer appropriate consequences. Simply 
put, you are AP students and need to follow AP expectations.  
 
 
 
Tips for Succeeding: 

❖ Stay on top of reading and writing assignments 

❖ Participate and share ideas in class discussions  

❖ Turn in work ON TIME 

❖ Bring materials to class every day (novel/play, pen/pencil, notebook/binder) 

❖ Avoid being frequently absent; be responsible for all makeup work 

❖ Use the “study buddy” system: find someone from whom to acquire notes and with whom to study 
for tests   

❖ Be open to criticism and be prepared to debate with others who do not agree with your ideas and 
interpretations 

❖ Ask questions of the teacher as well as other students in class  

❖ Stay positive and take initiative in making this class rewarding AND enjoyable!  
 

Contact Information:  jjarot@psd202.org           Office Hours Room 410: By appointment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

12 AP Literature Student/Parent Syllabus Agreement 

 (please return by _______________ ) 

 

*English and Literature Advanced Placement EXAM DATE:  Wednesday May 8th, 2019 
 

What is the Advanced Placement Program? 

The Advanced Placement Program, administered by The College Board of New York and taught at local 

high schools, allows students to participate in a college level course and possibly earn college credit while 

still in high school. Secondary schools and colleges cooperate in this program to give students the 

opportunity to show mastery in college-level courses by taking the AP exam in May of each school year.  

 

What are the advantages of my child taking an AP course?  

The main advantage of taking an AP course is better preparation for college. It has been shown that 

students master in-depth content at the college level more easily after completing AP courses in high 

school. Students also acquire sophisticated academic skills and increased self-confidence in preparation for 

college.  

 

How does an AP class compare to other high school courses? 

AP classes are more challenging and stimulating, but they take more time and require more work. AP 

classes require energetic, involved, and motivated students.  

 

What background does my child need in order to succeed in an AP course? 

The content of AP courses is more sophisticated than that in typical high school honors courses. Students 

should have had practice in analyzing content, drawing comparisons, and reasoning through problems. 

They must be able to read perceptively and independently. Additionally, students will need to be proficient 

in writing clear, concise essays. Students who are not skilled in these areas must be even more highly 

motivated to make up deficiencies at the same time they are taking more rigorous courses. The earlier 

students prepare for AP or college courses by taking the most rigorous classes available, the more likely 

their success will be. The keys to success are motivation, self-discipline, and academic preparation.  

 

Will my child receive college credit?  

The AP exams are given every year in May. Scores are reported to the colleges designated by the student 

and range from 1 (no recommendation) to 5 (extremely qualified). Each college determines the scores to be 

accepted for credit, but most consider a score of at least 3-4. Colleges may award three, and sometimes six, 

hours of credit per test. Students should contact individual colleges to find out about the policy of each.  

 

How can I assist my child with doing well in AP courses?  

Preparation for AP courses should begin early. You can encourage your child's academic pursuits, help him 

or her schedule time wisely, encourage and require strong study skills, set up a good study atmosphere, and 

participate in college and AP planning with your child and the school counselor, principal, or teacher. Your 

support is important. Encourage your school to develop pre-AP courses in grades 6-12. 

 
 

I have read and understood the above expectations and policies for this class: 

 

 

 

________________________________                                 ______________________________ 

Student Name PRINT           Parent/Guardian Name PRINT 

 

 

________________________________                                 ______________________________ 

Student Signature           Parent/Guardian Signature 

 

 

_______________________________                                 ______________________________ 

Student Email Address          Parent/Guardian Email Address 

 

                 

 

http://professorlamp.com/ed/TEA/AP.html

