
 

1. Contemplate the current social landscape of America.  If we feel there are struggles and 

hardships, whether they be familial/social, political, or from the natural world 

(Hurricane Sandy, for example), do we believe that these are the result at least in part of 

a continued separation from core religious values?  The notion that we have troubles 

today because we have moved too far away from some assumedly fundamental religious 

principles? 

2. What do you believe happens when this life ends?  Is there a ‘heaven’ and ‘hell,’ as some 

might suggest?  Is there a reincarnation back to this existence in some form?  Will we 

be held accountable somehow in the ‘next life,’ if we believe there is one, for our actions 

in this one? 

3. How can a person worship?  Is there a marked difference between being religious, and 

being spiritual?  Can one be religious, and yet not attend a church of any kind 

regularly? 

4. What was your own religious upbringing?  What are or were the religious values of your 

family?  What were your practices, teachings, core texts, etc.?  What is your current 

approach to notions of faith, belief, religion, theology?   

5. Should children be taught some kind of religiosity from the beginning?  Or should an 

individual wait to be exposed to religion until he or she is old enough to make informed 

choices? 

6. An ecumenical spirit suggests that we all may approach faith in different ways (say 

Christians vs. people of the Jewish faith), but that we are all reaching for the same 

thing.  Do you support this notion?  That there are myriad ways to get there, wherever 

or whatever there is?  Or is there only one way, as many different religions suggest? 

7. Do you talk to friends about religion, about matters of faith?  What has been your 

experience in discussing or avoiding perhaps these kinds of theological discussions? 

8. Do you tend to separate science and religion?  That to be in support of one, is to 

automatically be opposed on some level to the other?  Or do you see these two 

constructs working in concert with one another? 

9. Can a person that professes not to believe in any kind of Divine still be fully moral?  Or 

do you need religion to be moral? 

10. Should there be a full separation of church and state?  Or should we explicitly 

incorporate religious texts, teachings, etc. in our schools, our application of laws, 

and/or our political decisions?  

11. Over 80% of evangelical voters supported Donald Trump in his candidacy for president.  

According to myriad current polls, many still support him.  To what do we attribute this 

support?  Is there something in conservative political positions inherently more in line 

with matters of faith and religiosity?  To what level might someone see this dynamic as 

contradictory?          

 


