
“C. P. Ellis” 

1. What is your perception of the reasons seemingly given by C. P. Ellis for his racist 

attitudes early in life? 

2. Ellis argues through this oral history that he did, in fact, evolve in terms of his attitudes 

toward people of color.  What propelled this evolution?  Is his experience applicable to 
other situations, to perhaps all dynamics of race division? 

3. Review paragraphs four through 10 (note that the first speaking paragraph from Ellis-

the speaker-is labeled as paragraph four).  Make a tangible list of characteristics 

(descriptors) specific to the father.  Once that list is written down, analyze what pattern 

or patterns exist, and what those patterns might suggest related to race. 

4. From paragraphs 10 through 13, Ellis describes his own economic circumstances.  How 

would you characterize these circumstances? 

5. Review the semantics of paragraphs 14 through 20.  Ellis walks us through his 

trajectory, from looking for reasons (“I didn’t know who to blame”), to his affiliation and 

eventual leadership within the Klan (“Deep down inside, we want to be part of this great 

society”).  Draft a list of telling observations by Ellis (list word-for-word statements), and 

arrive in writing at what psychological and/or sociological forces (in your own words) we 

see at play here. 

6. Review paragraphs 26 through 29.  What larger social observation is made by Ellis? 

7. What revelation does Ellis arrive at in paragraphs 30 through 32? 

8. Ellis describes the manifestation of a Department of Health, Education, and Welfare 

grant, an attempt to address “racial problems in the school system” (403).  He is told by 

an American Federation of Labor state leader, “We’d like to get some people together 

from all walks of life [. . .] [b]lacks, whites, liberals, conservatives, Klansmen, NAACP 

people" (qtd. in Ellis 403).  This ultimately makes a positive difference.  How needed is 

this kind of gathering today?  How often, in what ways, does it take place today?   

9. You were asked before reading whether someone prejudiced, someone racist, could 

change.  What is your position now?  Can what Ellis describes take place in large 

numbers?  Or is his simply a very unique situation?  

  


