
With a partner, please discuss and respond to the following considerations: 

“From Fly-Girls…” 

1. How do you account for hip-hop’s popularity given frequent accusations of its misogyny and glorification of, 

as Joan Morgan attests, “alcoholism, substance abuse, and chemical dependency” (535), as well as gun 

violence and gang activity?  Is it a classic case of the younger generation being attracted to the forbidden, the 

dangerous, the illicit, or are there other reasons for its current mainstream appeal? 

 

2. Do you agree with the author’s assertion that the mistreatment of women by male rap artists and its 

accompanying anger is “straight-up depression masquerading as machismo” (535)?  Explain.    

 

3. “Black folks have finally gotten to the point where we recognize that we sometimes engage in oppressive 

behaviors that white folks have little to do with…Similarly, sistas have to confront the ways we’re complicit in 

our own oppression” (537).  To what extent can the oppression that is a key component of much rap music be 

blamed, either directly or indirectly, on the white power structure?  African-American men?  African-American 

women?  Are there other possible causes? 
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