
With a partner, please discuss and respond to the following considerations: 

“Girl” 

1. In “Girl,” evaluate the writing style of the author.  Why do you suppose she presented a dialogue in this way?  

Who, from what you can tell, is having the dialogue?  What can you infer about their relationship?  What can 

you gather from this relatively short piece regarding the sexual and gender dynamics of the speakers’ shared 

culture? 

 

“The Longest War” 
 

2. What effect did Solnit’s flood of statistics involving the abuse of women in all its forms have on you?  What is 

the effect on you as a reader of her weaving select, detailed stories of abuse throughout the essay?  What 

solutions are there, in your opinion, with regard to this epidemic of abuse against women?  How would you 

describe the author’s tone?     

 

3. “[Men] are trying to silence and punish women for claiming voice, power, and the right to participate” (528).  

Respond to this quote and apply it to the current social and political climate in the United States. 

 

4. “[Violence and abuse directed against women is]…embedded in the political system, and our legal system, 

which before feminists fought for us didn’t recognize most domestic violence, or sexual harassment and 

stalking, or date rape, or acquaintance rape, or marital rape, and in cases of rape still often tries the victim 

rather than the rapist, as though only perfect maidens could be assaulted—or believed” (528).  Do you agree 

with Solnit’s assertions here?  Have we progressed or not as a society in this regard? 

 

5. The author closes her essay with these words as a sort of call to action: “[T]his is a civil rights issue, it’s a 

human rights issue, it’s everyone’s problem, it’s not isolated, and it’s never going to be acceptable again.  It 

has to change.  It’s your job to change it, and mine, and ours” (531).  What can we do as individuals to 

address this issue?  What can we do as a society? 
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