
“Two Ways a Woman Can Get Hurt”:  Advertising and Violence 

Part II 

With a partner, please discuss and respond to the following considerations: 

1. Kilbourne uses as an illustration the William Kennedy Smith rape trial (a famous trial during its time) as an 

example of a woman’s clothing being seen as a “reason” for the violence ultimately committed against her.  

Kilbourne makes note that the jury for that trial “was composed mostly of women” (496).  She points out that 

 

(w)omen are especially cruel judges of other women’s sexual behavior, mostly because 

we are so desperate to believe we are in control of what happens to us.  It is too frightening 

to face the fact that male violence against women is irrational and commonplace.  It is  

reassuring to believe that we can avoid it by being good girls, avoiding dark places, staying 

out of bars, dressing “innocently” (Kilbourne 496). 

 To what level do you agree or disagree with Kilbourne’s reasoning here?  Discuss also where this “especially 

cruel” judgment from women of other women comes from—is it in the wiring—a part of the female brain (biological)—or 

is it a learned behavior (gender)??  If it is learned, what is the source?  Other women?  Specific culture?  Media? 

2. Kilbourne speaks to what she believes to be a mass socio-psychological process:   

 

We believe we are not affected by these images, but most of us experience visceral shock when we pay 

conscious attention to them.  Could they be any less shocking to us on an unconscious level? (498) 

 To what degree do you think ‘we’ are, as Kilbourne asserts, “numb to these images” (499)?  If we are “numb,” 

could that be the greatest concern of all?  That we do not seem to be conscious of the impact of these images? 

3. In the paragraph that begins near the bottom of page 500, Kilbourne articulates what she calls “a world of 

difference between the objectification of men and that of women.”  What distinctions does she make?  

Summarize her argument here (it may be helpful to revisit paragraphs 20 and 21 that precede this 

articulation): 

4. Review paragraph 24, which starts at the bottom of page 501 and goes on to page 502.  Here Kilbourne 

specifically notes some of the steps women often have to take to navigate in the modern world.  If your 

partnership is male, discuss and share your reactions to this listing.  To what level were you aware of the 

necessity of these considerations and the steps taken by women?  What does this suggest about our 

macroculture?  If your partnership is made up of women, discuss what additional steps you perhaps have 

been taught—if willing, discuss moments where you legitimately felt some level of anxiety or danger:     

    


