
Step 2-Annotated Bibliography 
Annotated Bibliography Guidelines  

 

An annotated bibliography is essentially a Works Cited entry for a source with an analysis of the 

source below it.  The analysis is typically two paragraphs.  In the first paragraph, you will 

summarize your source.  You can use the guiding questions below and answer them in paragraph 

form.  The second paragraph combines both an assessment and a reflection.  Again, use the guiding 

questions below to guide you.   

 

Paragraph 1:  

Summarize: Some annotations merely summarize the source. The length of your annotations will 

determine how detailed your summary is. Some questions to ask when summarizing are:  

 What are the main arguments?   What is the point of this book or article? 

 What topics are covered?   If someone asked what this article/book is about, what would you 

say?  

 Paragraph 2a: 

Assess: After summarizing a source, it is often helpful to evaluate it. Evaluating the sources in 

your annotated bibliography will help you determine how well a source aligns with and supports 

your claim.  Questions to ask when assessing are:  

 Is it a useful source?   Is this source biased or objective? 

 Is the information reliable?   How does it compare with other sources you have found 

during your research?  

 What is the goal of this source?  Is the information current? Is it up-to-date for the 

topic? 

 Is the author an expert on this topic?  Do other sources support the conclusions made in 

this piece? 

 

Paragraph 2b: 

Reflect: After you have summarized and assessed a source, you need to ask how it fits in the 

scope of your research.  Remember, assembling an annotated bibliography is a preliminary step in 

the research process.  Reflective questions to ask about sources are:   

 Was this source helpful to you?   How does it help your shape your argument? 

 How can you use this source in your 

presentation?   

 How has it changed how you think about your 

topic?   

 

*** Your annotations are to cover all three areas *** 

Remember: 

 

*Each person needs to complete an annotated bibliography on a PRACTICE SOURCE as well as a 

minimum of TWO of the sources you find on your chosen topic during the research process. 

 

*Annotated bibliography needs to be submitted to turnitin.com by: ____________________________ 

 

*My class ID for turnitin.com is : _______________________________ 

 

*My class password for turnitin.com is: __________________________ 

 

See the back of this sheet for a sample 

 



 

 

 

Your Name 

Teacher’s Name  

Class 

Date 

Annotated Bibliography 

Parmesan, Camill, and Hector Galbraith. “Executive Summary.” Observed Impacts of Global Climate Change in the 

U.S. Pew Center on Global Climate Change, Nov. 2004. Web. 17. Jan. 2007. 

This report summarizes recent scientific findings that document the impact changes in the climate have had on the 

distribution of plants and animals in the United States and on how they interact with their communities. For 

example, it explains how a shift has taken place in the blooming period for plants and the breeding period for 

animals caused by global warming. Because of changes in their geographic range, species may interact differently, 

possibly resulting in population declines. The report stresses that such shifts can harm the world’s biodiversity. 

Plants and animals that are rare now face extinction. The annual cycle of carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere 

has also changed, largely due to the lengthening of the growing season, affecting basic ecosystem.  

 

Written in 2007, this formal report was slightly more helpful than the other sources because its information is based 

on observations made specifically in the United States. The information appears reliable as it is based on scientific 

evidence as opposed to general assertions that may not be backed up by research. This essay will be helpful for my 

topic because it focuses on how plants and animals are currently affected, such as their shifting communities and 

how they are clashing. I could use this to explain human changes by providing evidence of what is happening to 

other species. This source will not be as helpful in explaining the climate’s effects on human biological function in 

particular, but it will provide some framework. For example, I could explain how the plants that help convert carbon 

dioxide into oxygen are being harmed and relate that to how the humans will suffer the consequences. 

 

 

 

Last Name 1 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


