
Millennials?  Generation Z? 

The majority of demographers and researchers place the beginning of the millennial generation with those born in the 

early to mid-1980s, ending in the late 1990s, as far up as 2000 in some research studies (Time 2013 cover story 

forwarded 1980-2000).  No definitive endpoint has been established in sociological research as of yet. 

Millennials: 

 Sometimes referred to as “Generation Me” 

 Exhibiting “confidence and tolerance,” but also “entitlement and narcissism” (Twenge) 

 Wealth a very important attribute 

 Continued decrease across generations in terms of the belief that it is important to 

keep up with political affairs (millennials:  35%) 

 The importance of developing a “meaningful philosophy of life” also steadily decreased 

across generations (Baby Boomers:  73%, Millennials:  45%) (University of Michigan) 

 84% favor legalization of marijuana 

 Largely “detached from institutions,” but “networked with friends” (Pew Research) 

 Emphasis on producing meaningful work, and finding a creative outlet 

 Prefer immediate feedback, team-oriented work environment (Florida International) 

 Prefer balance of personal and professional life (Hershatter and Epstein) 

 Least likely to be religious  

 Frequently in touch with parents (contact on average 1.5 times a day) (Twenge) 

No definitive name has yet been established by researchers regarding ‘Generation Z’ (those following millennials).  No 

precise dates for beginning (or end) of this cohort have yet been established, although demographers typically use the 

late 1990s to the mid-2000s as starting birth years. 

Generation Z: 

 Have used the internet since a young age 

 A larger cohort than either Baby Boomers or Millennials (Forbes) 

 Least likely to believe there is such a thing as the ‘American Dream’ (Magid) 

 Impacted by the Great Recession (2008)—therefore more independent and 

entrepreneurial, having seen parents and older siblings struggle (Public Relations Society of 

America) 

 Faces a growing income gap and a shrinking middle class (Ameritrade) 

 Greatly influenced by September 11 terrorist attacks and Great Recession 

 No generational memory of a time when the United States was not at war with loosely 

defined forces of global terrorism (USA Today, Palmer) 

 Feeling of unsettlement and insecurity (Turner) 

 Seen financial stress in parents (experienced Great Recession as part of childhood) 

 Church attendance-young adulthood-41%, up from just 18% for millennials same age 

 Less risk averse than previous generations 

 Less teen pregnancy rates, less substance abuse, and higher on-time high school 

graduation rates compared to Millennials (Annie E. Casey Foundation) 

 Eager to look after their money, and make the world a better place (The Daily Telegraph) 

 Exposed to an unprecedented amount of technology in their upbringing 

 In 2015, 77% of 12-17 year olds owned a cellphone 

 Three-quarters use their cell phones more each day than watch television  

 They are the first generation to grow up in the public eye; updating their lives on social 

media makes them a self-conscious generation 

 They attach great importance to personal appearance (researchers connect this to the 

boom of social media and its particular psychological impact) (Weinswig)  


