
Rhetoric Honors 101 -- Education Essay 

Remember that ideas are the premium.  This is the process of critical thinking, in that each 

and every paper is your strong opinion in the art of addressing a question and/or problem.  

You must take a position where others will certainly disagree.   

Requirements: 

 Minimum 1,250 words (minimum word count must be achieved for possibility of passing 

grade) 
 Typed, Double spaced, Font of 12, Times New Roman                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 MLA Format 

 Works Cited (physical copy only—do not submit electronically) 

 Minimum of four separate sources from the assigned readings only  

(Minimum four entries on Works Cited) 

 Minimum of eight in-text citations, either direct or paraphrase (You may 

choose how you divide total) 

 Introduction-Attention, Background, Thesis (thesis must be last sentence of 

introductory paragraph) 

 Conclusion-Reassert the meat of your thesis (never repeat thesis word-for-word in 

conclusion); express what is learned in the writing of the paper/reading and/or 

exploration of essays/subject; make global applications (this issue is still not resolved); 

look to the future (so it is really not a conclusion per se, but a consideration) 

 Alternative Viewpoint—What would the other side say?  What would you say to them? 

 Exceed the minimums!  Take chances!  Analyze! 

 Submit to turnitin.com by 7:00 A.M. of due date (If absent, you still must submit)  

 Small reminders: 
o Avoid contractions 

o Avoid use of ‘you’ 

o Do not state, “I think” or “I believe,” simply take a position and support it with the appropriate texts 

o Do not begin body paragraphs with source material – establish semantics of paragraph first 

o In-text citation basics:   

 “I am alive” (Smith 27). -- statement 

 “Where did he go?” (Smith 16). -- question 

 “Eureka!” (Smith 89). – exclamation 

 Indirect quote:  The author was particularly moved by the words of a young child named Elizabeth:  

“It is not fair that other kids have a garden and new things” (qtd. in Kozol 175).   

***Physical Works Cited + physical copy of essay due beginning of class*** 

If either of these physical pieces is missing, the essay is deemed late 

 

 

 

 

 



“Dropout Nation” 

Sharpstown High School in Houston, Texas 

Featured students: Lawerance, Sparkle, Marcus, Marco 

Brandi Brevard, Campus Improvement Coordinator  

Rob Gasparello, Principal  

Ebony Washington (“it hurts my morals”), Dropout Prevention Case Worker 

Rana Boone (“you want us to solve it”), Dean  

Cozette Church (“He made it!”), Dean 

Jerry Grier (“I already know I have to cut another 42 million next year”), Superintendent, 

Houston School District (HSD) 

Robert Sanburn (“that just tells me we need to check those numbers”), Children At Risk 

 

Freedom Writers 

Woodrow Wilson High School in Long Beach, California 

Erin Gruwell, Teacher (Ms. G) 

Eva Benitez, Student (“you don’t know the pain we feel”) 

Margaret Campbell, Department Head 

Brian Gelford, Honors Teacher 

Scott Casey, Husband 

Steve Gruwell, Father 

Andre Bryant, Student (“how do I know you’re not a bad person standin’ up there?”) 

Marcus, Student (“you’re talkin’ around me—that’s the same thing”) 

Victoria, Honors Student (“as if I hadn’t noticed”) 

Jamal Hill, Student (“like a bad rerun of Cops”) 

Sindy, Student (“Does a refugee camp count?”) 

 

 

 



 


