
Rhetoric Honors 

Literacy Narrative 

In a well-developed essay, I ask that you reflect on a significant 

moment/construct in your own literacy development.  Remember the main 

elements of any literacy narrative revolve around a well-told story, one with 

any and all necessary details to enrich that central story, and a full exploration 

to the necessary depth of the moment/construct’s significance.   

 Minimum 750 words (this excludes header and title; any word count 

below 750 will not result in a passing grade)  

 Typed 

 Double-spaced 

 Times New Roman 

 Font of 12 

 MLA Header on first page 

 Turnitin.com submission by 7:00 a.m. of date due 

 Printout of confirmation receipt of turnitin.com submission 

Documents not posted to turnitin.com will drop one letter grade a day; 

assignment will be considered late without turnitin.com submission receipt.  

Papers not turned in on a Friday due date will drop two letter grades by 

Monday, one for each weekend day (unless posted electronically—student will 

still turn in printout of turnitin.com submission receipt upon return).  This 

document will go into the largest percentage category for the semester, so plan 

accordingly.  If absence is excused, adherence to turnitin.com deadlines is still 

expected.   

Please do not hesitate to seek assistance, and remember the helpful 

guidance available in your Norton reader, specifically Chapter Seven, “Writing a 

Literacy Narrative,” pages 27-51.   

 

    



Many students forward sound illustrations and details but never quite address in the second 

half of their writing what it all means.  If your grandmother read to you during the day while 

your parents worked, what does that mean in a larger sense?  What does that say about the 

bonds possible through literacy, about human relationships, about learning, about language?  

What do the sacrifices of your grandmother and even your parents illustrate about the human 

condition?  You must speak in larger constructs, once the necessary anecdotes and details are 

provided. 

 When sharing the inner workings of a piece of literature (a good choice), always use 

present tense.  Think of literature as always happening right now.  When speaking of 

your childhood, in contrast, you would use past tense . . .  

 Italicize book/series titles, even abbreviations of titles (Harry Potter).  If you mention a 

song or poem, those would go in quotation marks (“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy 

Evening”).  Italics for big things, quotation marks for small things . . .  

 Provide a title for your Literacy Narrative that makes an argument—that makes a 

specific statement . . .  

 Always avoid contractions in academic writing (they are not incorrect—just overly 

conversational) . . . 

 Avoid the use of ‘you’ in academic writing . . . I know, I used it above, but I was making 

a direct reference to you the reader above, which is its purpose . . . almost always that 

is ineffective in academic writing . . .  

 Make sure the header of your essay is in MLA format (no need to elongate the header 

with unnecessary information) . . .  

 Make sure to adhere to the standards of double spacing, font of 12, Times New Roman, 

and maintain proper double-spacing only between paragraphs . . .  

 


