
  Poetry terms 

 

1.  alliteration: the repetition of initial consonant sounds in a line of poetry 

 

Example – “In a summer season, where soft was the sun.” 

 

2. rhyme: the repetition of the same stressed vowel sounds and any succeeding sounds in 

two or more words 

 

Example – “True ease of writing comes from art, not chance 

          As those move easiest who have learned to dance.” 

 

3.  apostrophe: the addressing of someone or something that is usually not present as if it 

was present 

 

Examples – “Death, be not proud.” 

          “World, tell me thy pain.” 

 

4. hyperbole: exaggeration for a particular effect 

 

Example – “He worked his fingers to the bone.” 

 

5. simile: two unlike things directly compared using the words “like” or “as” 

 

Example – “The man paced like a hungry lion.” 

 

6.  metaphor: two unlike things directly compared without using “like” or “as” 

 

Example – “The river is a snake which coils upon itself.” 

 

7. personification: giving human characteristics to things which are not human 

 

Examples – “The trees danced in the wind.” 

          “The sun smiled down on the travelers.”  

 



 

8.  onomatopoeia: words which have the sounds of the things they describe 

 

Examples – “buzz,” “hiss,” etc. 

 

9.  symbolism: the use of a concrete object to stand for an abstract idea 

 

Examples – The color red is often used as a symbol to represent passion, blood, or 

           danger. 

 

          The color black is often used to represent death or fear.  

 

10.  internal rhyme: rhyme occurring within a single line of poetry  

 

Example – “Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered weak and weary.”  

 

11.  sensory imagery: any word or group of words that appeals to the senses (sight, sound, 

smell, taste, or touch) 

 

Examples – “the blue spark of a lighted match” (sight) 

           “a tap at the windowpane, a quick, sharp scratch” (sound) 

          “the warm, sea-scented breeze” (smell) 

          “the salty taste of blood in his mouth” (taste) 

          “ the scrape of gravel against the side of his face” (touch) 

 

12. rhyme scheme: the pattern that end rhymes form in a stanza or poem; a different letter of 

the alphabet is assigned to each new rhyme 

 

Example – There is a quiet in my heart   a 

         Like one who rests from days of pain  b 

         Outside, the sparrows on the roof  c 

         Are chirping in the dripping rain  b 

 

 

 

 

 



13. assonance: the repetition of similar vowel sounds within non-rhyming words 

 

Example – flying 

        south, south to feed 

        and nest, ride the thermals 

        mile after guileless mile without 

        resting 

 

14.    rhythm: the pattern of sound created by the arrangement of stressed and unstressed 

syllables; can emphasize certain words and ideas, give poetry a musical quality, or 

convey meaning 

 

15. meter: a regular pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables that gives a line of poetry a 

predictable rhythm   

 

16.   speaker: similar to the narrator in a work of prose; the voice that communicates with 

the reader of a poem 

 

17. stanza: a group of lines forming a unit; similar to a paragraph in prose 

 

18. line: in a poem, a word or row of words that may or may not form a complete sentence 

 

19. connotation: the spoken or unwritten meanings associated with a word beyond its 

dictionary definition, or denotation; context in which a word appears is critical to 

understanding 

 

20. denotation: the literal or dictionary definition of a word 

 

21. dramatic poetry: poetry that uses elements of drama; one or more characters speak to 

other characters, to themselves, or to the reader; typically includes a tense situation or 

emotional conflict 

 

 

22. lyric poetry: poetry that expresses a speaker’s personal thoughts and feelings; they are 

usually short and musical    

 

23. narrative poetry: verse that tells a story 

 



24. allusion: a reference in a work of literature to a character, place, or situation from 

another work of literature, music, movie, TV show, art, or from history 

 

 

 

 


