
Education Pre-Reading Small Group Questions 

1. To what level has high school prepared you for college?  To what level do 

you believe you have been prepared for real-life situations and adult 

responsibilities?  If there are deficits in your preparation, what are they, 

and what potentially could schools do differently? 

2. To what level do you believe each and every student should be exposed to 

all subject matter (teaching everyone Shakespeare, for example), and to 

what level do you believe that students should be actively tracked, based 

on their aptitude and interest level (identifying that student who is good 

at math, perhaps, and ‘tracking’ her or him toward engineering, for 

example)? 

3. With epidemic rates of obesity, is the argument essentially already made 

for physical education in schools?  To what effectiveness do physical 

education courses teach healthful living/proper nutrition? 

4. What overarching impact has technology had on learning?  Provide and 

analyze specific examples where we see its direct impact, either positively 

or negatively. 

5. Considering you are on the cusp of college attendance, what do you think 

the purpose of higher education is?  Is it to prepare for a specific 

career/profession?  Or is it to develop critical thinking skills, tolerance, 

and citizenship within a democracy? 

6. If we assume there are some gaps/concerns within the American 

educational system, to what level are teachers to blame?  What have 

been your experiences with teachers?   

7. To what level do you ‘educate’ yourself outside of school?  Do you actively 

seek out knowledge and pursue interests?  Does school encourage this or 

hamper it?   

8. What is your overall perception of Plainfield South culture?  What is done 

well?  What is problematic?  Explain. 

9. What is your position regarding homeschooling? What might be the 

advantages, and what might be the drawbacks/concerns? 

10. Consider our current political climate.  What role does education 

play—or not play—in this dynamic?              

 


