
Gary Soto’s “Looking for Work” 

 

In small groups, please respond to the following questions: 

 

1. Share the drawings you created at the start of class.  Do not immediately share the 

personal intentions reflected in your drawings.  Rather, have your fellow group 

members provide their own interpretations of what the drawings seem to convey.  

Share your journal responses as well.  As is always the case, please share only the 

personal details that you are comfortable sharing. 

 

2. “Read” the photo from The Donna Reed Show that appears on page 15 of Rereading 

America.  What does it tell you?  Why do you suppose the editors of the text decided to 

use it as the frontispiece to the section of the book titled “”Harmony at Home: The Myth 

of the Model Family”? 

 

   

3. Given the plethora of family shows available nowadays, whether they are dramas, 

comedies, animated shows, or reality TV programs, is there a particular show that best 

reflects your own familial situation?  Conversely, do you feel a disconnect, a lack of 

portrayals of your own personal familial experience?  Explain. 

 

4. Discuss any ways in which the media as a whole still tries to promote and depict the 

“ideal,” “model” family.  Consider TV, movies, commercials, internet ads, etc. 

 

    

5. “I tried to convince them that if we improved the way we looked we might get along 

better in life.  White people would like us more.  They might invite us to places, like 

their homes or front yards.  They might not hate us so much” (23).  Given what Soto 

seems to be suggesting here, do you believe people from non-white familial backgrounds 

still experience such struggles nowadays?  In other words, is the “ideal,” “model” family 

primarily a white ideal, or have we progressed as a society since the days of Soto’s 

childhood? 

  

6. Discuss a time when you wished your family were somehow different.  What caused 

your dissatisfaction?  What did you want your family to be like?  Was your 

dissatisfaction ever resolved? 

 

 

 


