
Literacy Narrative Discovery 

In small groups (3-4), please discuss and fully respond to the following 

considerations (do not divvy up the questions among your small group—fully 

discuss and fully respond in writing, prior to moving on to the next): 

1. What were your favorite children’s books growing up?  What made them 

compelling?  Why do they remain in your long-term memory? 

2. How did you learn to read?  How did you learn to write?  Can these 

questions be definitively answered? 

3. What is a writing or reading task that you find (or still find) especially 

difficult or challenging? (Norton)  Why do you see it as such?  What have 

been your strategies to try and address it? 

4. What does being literate (the ability to read and write) do for an 

individual?  What does it mean to that individual?   

5. What is an event at school that was related to reading or writing that you 

found to be embarrassing?  (Norton) Why did you see it as such?  What 

was its impact?  Would you see it the same way now? 

6. You may have come across scenarios where people are asked what book 

they would want to have if stranded on a desert island.  Think back on 

all your previous readings—all the texts you have read up to this point.  

What is the one book you would want to have with you on that island?  

Why does it come in at the top of the list? 

7. Do you speak another language besides English?  If so, what does that 

bring to your life experience?  If you do not, do you wish you had that 

knowledge?  What does being able to speak more than one language 

provide for a person?   

8. How are you able to navigate effectively through the culture of texting, to 

truly understand the semantics (the meaning) of each and every text?  If 

someone came up to you completely unaware of the ‘rules’ of texting, 

what are the 10 or 15 quick tips you could provide to help them 

understand, and be understood? 

9. Do you love reading?  Do you love writing?  Or do you perhaps ‘hate’ (a 

strong word) either (hope not ) one?  Where do these feelings, these 

ideologies, come from? 

10. There are many literacies people develop in life:  math literacy, 

music literacy, art literacy, body building literacy, knitting literacy, and 

so on.  In addition to the ability to read and write essays, what other 

literacies have you developed? (Felsenfeld 628)     


