
THESIS STATEMENT AND TEAS PARAGRAPH 

1. Title and author 

2. Preview of support 

3. Verb 

4. Theme / Cause / Argument 

SAMPLE THESIS STATEMENT 

In the story “Papa’s Parrot” by Cynthia Rylant, a father and son’s 

relationship is put to the test and shows that family should be more important 

than anything else. 

 

TEAS PARAGRAPH 

1. Topic: Topic sentence taken from thesis statement 

2. Evidence / Examples: Examples (direct quotes or paraphrased material 

from the text) 

3. Analysis: Explain how examples support the thesis statement 

4. Summary Sentence: Summarize the points you have made and conclude the 

paragraph; make a reference to the thesis statement 

SAMPLE TEAS PARAGRAPH 

Throughout Cynthia Rylant’s “Papa’s Parrot,” Harry takes his father 

for granted and eventually realizes the error of his ways.  In the story, Harry 

begins to grow older and loses interest in visiting his father at the candy and nut 

shop.  When Harry’s father becomes sick, Harry steps up and promises to take 

care of the shop.  While Harry is cleaning up the store, he hears Mr. Tillian’s 

parrot and makes a shocking discovery.  In the story, Rocky, the parrot, says, 

“’Miss him!  Miss him!   Where’s Harry’” (Rylant 3)?  At this point, Harry 

realizes that his father has missed him and his company.  Harry learns a 

valuable lesson, which is that family is important and should come first in 

one’s life.  He recognizes that he has almost lost his father.  After cleaning the 

rest of the shop, Harry leaves to go visit him.  Overall, Harry learns an important 

lesson about family, and with the help of Mr. Tillian’s parrot, he begins to mend 

his relationship with his father. 
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