
AP Government Syllabus    
 
Instructors: 
   
AP Government 
Mr. Shuman 
Room #104 
Contact information:  
dshuman@psd202.org 
 
 
Course Readings:  
*Required Text: 
Schmidt, Shelley, & Bardes.  American Government and 
Politics Today, 2007-2008 ed.  Belmont, California:  
Wadsworth/Thomason Learning, 2008. 
 *Website:  www.wadsworth.com 
* Some students chose to buy a used book so that 
they can highlight and write in it as needed (this 
will be reflective of what you will be able to do in 
college); however this is not required. 

  

 
Course Description: 
AP United States Government and Politics is a Junior or Senior level college preparatory course in the 
Social Studies Department.  This course will give students an analytical perspective on government and 
politics in the United States.  Students will become acquainted with the variety of theoretical perspectives 
and explanations for various behaviors and outcomes in order to be discussed in the context of the United 
States constitution and the government.  Throughout the course, students will learn important facts, 
concepts, and theories pertaining to U.S. government and politics.  Students will understand patterns of 
political processes and behavior and their consequences (including the components of political behavior, 
the principles used to explain or justify various government structures and procedures, and the political 
effects of these structures and procedures).  Most importantly, students will be able to analyze and 
interpret basic data relevant to U.S. government and politics in the United States and around the world.  
Advanced level reading, extensive writing, and active class participation will be required.  This course will 
also meet the graduation requirements with the completion of the United States and Illinois Constitution 
tests. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grading: 
Grades are based on percentages of various parts of the course.  Each test, quiz, homework assignments, 
etc., is given a percentage according to the quality and level of completion of work.  At the end of the 
marking period, a grade average is determined by the percentages of weighted parts of the course. These 
percentages are available on the following page.  The following is the grading scale for the course. 
 
100-90%=A 
89-80%=B 
79-70%=C 
69-60%=D 
59% and below is a failing grade 
 

http://www.wadsworth.com/


Grade Break Down 
 
50%:  Assessments 
 *Unit Tests (5-6 total tests) 
 *FRQs   
 *Final Exam 
 *Practice AP Test  ** MAY count for Extra Credit ** 
20%:  Quizzes 
 *There will be approximately 1 quiz per chapter 
 *Theses are used to access and teach learning 
15%:  Assignments 
 *This will include notes taken in notebooks 
 *Any other “homework” assignments given 
15%:  Writing Prompts/Mini Projects/Class Participation 
 *There will be several writing prompts this year. 
 *There will be a few projects associated with each Unit that we will complete. 
 
Late Policy: 
In general, our late policy is as follows, 10% off for all late work and it will not be accepted after a unit is completed. 
 

*This is subject to change.  *Every grade will be out of 100% in the grade book 

General Overview: 
Required Materials:**You will be required to have a notebook for my class.  This will be used often and 
while guided note assignments will be given a notebook will aid you in day to day class activities.   
 
Textbook Reading Assignments: 

Each week you will have an extensive amount of reading to do for this course.  You will 
be required to have the readings done prior to the beginning of class.  I will give you a 
tentative monthly schedule so that you know exactly where we should be at, at any given 
time.   It is imperative to your success and understanding of this course that you keep up 
with the reading. 
 

Quizzes: 
You will have approximately one or two reading quizzes a week that will cover the 
material in the text, extra readings, and class lecture.  The quizzes will be about 15 
multiple choice questions. Every quiz will go into the computer out of 100%.  You must 
make up all quizzes before the unit exam; otherwise you may be subject to an essay quiz. 

i. You will have the opportunity to do quiz bump up assignments before unit 
tests.  This involves copying the “key terms” at the end of each chapter and will 
count as a 10% bump to your quiz score – capping out at 80%. 

 
 
FRQ’s: 

At the end of most chapters you will have an in-class timed essay over the material in 
that particular chapter.  This part of the course is a reflection of the timed writing 
portion of the AP Exam.   You will usually get 3-4 questions and you will have to answer 
2 of them in a class period. I will talk about in great detail how to go about answering 
these questions to help you to be successful in this course. Your AP exam will be scored 
50% for Free-Response Essays. 

 
Unit Tests: 

At the end of each unit you will have a unit test in which will cover all the information in 
that specific unit.  You will need to study for these tests.  They will culminate reading, 
current events, class lecture, journal writing, discussions, etc.  I will try to emulate AP 
test type questions on unit tests.  There will be approximately six unit tests (55-70MC).  



Your AP Exam will be 50% multiple choice.  You will get 65 questions and have 45 
minutes to answer them.  Again this is a reflection of the AP test format. 

 
 
Class Discussion/Participation: 

Classroom discussion and participation is imperative to your success in this class.  Also 
depending on your discussion and participation will depend upon how much we as a 
class are able to get out of this course.   Part of your assignments grade will include some 
class participation points.  The more discussion we do as a class, the more enjoyable this 
course will be! 
 

U.S./IL Constitution Tests: 
As part of your government requirement you will also need to pass both the U.S. 
Constitution tests and IL Constitution tests.  More than likely we will take those on 
Midterm days.  You must receive a 70% on the U.S. Constitution and a 60% on the IL to 
pass.   These tests are required for graduation from high school and will appear on your 
transcripts. 

 
 
Behavior: 
  Behavior:  We do not tolerate disruptions in my classroom and neither should you. 

If you feel that you cannot contain yourself we have a school procedure in place. 

 Minor infraction referral to the dean after 3 offenses in class and a call home. 
o This includes cell phones, sleeping, refusing to do work, food and drink, 

calling out, inappropriate language. 

 Major infraction to the dean for disrespectful, vulgar, or being extremely out of line, 
you will be immediately sent down to the dean or removed from my class. 

 
Make-up/ Review Schedule 
 
I am available after school and before school most days.  Communication is the key in setting up make up 
appointments. 
 
 


