
Advanced Placement Human Geography 

Syllabus 2017-2018 

 

Course Overview: 

A.P. Human Geography is a yearlong course that focuses on the distribution, processes, and effects of 

human populations on the planet. Students in Human Geography focus on the questions of "where" 

and "why" and analyze the constant struggle between globalization and local diversity.  Units of study 

include population, migration, culture, language, religion, ethnicity, political geography, development, 

industry, agriculture, and urban geography.   Examples from around the globe are used and are 

compared and contrasted to the situation in both the United States and locally. 

 

Course Objectives: 

(Adapted from objectives set forth in the Rubenstein Textbook) 

 The student will be able to use geographic concepts to describe the distribution of people and 

activities across the earth.  Furthermore, they will be able to explain the reasons underlying the 

observed distribution, and to understand the significance of the arrangements. 

 

 The student will be able to evaluate the causes and effects the distribution, growth, and movement 

of the world's population. 

 

 The student will be able to analyze the distribution and synthesize the characteristics of different 

cultures as well as the conflicts that arise from cultural differences. 

 

 The student will be able to appraise the role of development of different groups and explain the 

impact of globalization on the landscape. 

 

Required Course Materials: 

 Rubenstein, James M. The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human Geography. 7th ed. 

Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Prentice Hall, 2003. 

 Spiral notebook or binder with loose leaf paper (preferred)  

 iScore5 app for smartphone.  This is not required, but it is HIGHLY recommended.   

 

Course Grading: 

The grading in this course will be divided among the following weighted categories: 

 Tests – 25% 

 FRQ – 20% 

 Projects – 15% 

 Quizzes – 10% 

 Assignments & Participation 10% 

 Final Exam – 20% 



 

Reading Guides: 

Reading guides will be handed out the start of each chapter.  The completion of the reading guide is optional 

and will not be officially collected for a grade, however, it will help with the quizzes and unit tests and in the 

case of most quizzes, students will be allowed to use their reading guide on the quiz.   

 

FRQs: 

You will be assigned five Free Response Questions (FRQ) throughout the semester.  Although each FRQ 

that you complete will be graded, only your highest grade will ultimately be entered into the FRQ grade 

category.  If at any point you receive a grade of 100%, you may choose to opt out of any remaining FRQs 

that are assigned. With this being said, however, it is highly encouraged that you choose to take extra FRQs 

to help you prepare for the AP Test at the end of the year.  

 

Participation:   

Students are required to read each section and are expected to participate in classroom discussions.  The 

completion of your reading guides will help you to participate in classroom discussions.  Students may also 

provide feedback using the class twitter feed, listed below, which will count as participation.    

  @PSHSAPHumanGeo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=twitter+logo&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1024&bih=592&tbm=isch&tbnid=jhS48wYZdcJEPM:&imgrefurl=http://www.carmengoldthwaite.com/journalist.html&docid=nIhzaf_1cGNhdM&imgurl=http://www.carmengoldthwaite.com/images/twitter-logo.gif&w=249&h=249&ei=WdkrUO30K8qWyAG0koHIAw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=100&vpy=275&dur=2266&hovh=199&hovw=199&tx=143&ty=154&sig=102925942965311894725&page=1&tbnh=123&tbnw=123&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:12,s:0,i:110


 

 

 

 

AP Human Geography 

Quiz & Test Correction Policy 
 

Throughout the year, each student will have the opportunity to make corrections 
on any missed questions from any past quizzes and tests.  For each corrected 
question, the student will receive ½ of the value back. In order to earn back 
credit, students must follow the guidelines that are listed below: 

 

 Students have 5 school days after the day of the quiz or test to make 
corrections.   

 On a separate sheet of paper or on the quiz itself, students must choose 
the correct answer and briefly explain why that is the correct answer.  If it 
is a definition or another type of a question that cannot be explained, the 
student must then explain why the answer that they originally picked is not 
correct. 

 Students are allowed to use their textbook, notes or any other resources 
to make corrections. 

 Corrections must be made either before school or after school in room 
105, quizzes and tests are not allowed to be taken out of this room.   

 

 


