
Evaluation of 
Argument Essay 

Revisions 



Why is revision important?
Writing is a process of discovery, and you don’t always produce your best work when you first begin. We revise 
so we can look critically at what we have written and take note if it is really worth writing and if our readers can 

understand it.  

Rewriting is the essence of writing well—where the game is won or lost.
—William Zinsser

What does it mean to revise?

▪ Revision literally means to “see again,” to look at something from a fresh, critical perspective. It is an ongoing process 
of rethinking the paper: reconsidering your arguments, reviewing your evidence, refining your purpose, reorganizing 
your presentation, reviving stale prose.

But I thought revision was just fixing the commas and spelling

▪ Nope. That’s called proofreading. It’s an important step before turning your paper in, but if your ideas are predictable, 
your thesis is weak, and your organization is a mess, then proofreading will just be putting a band-aid on a bullet 
wound. When you finish revising, that’s the time to proofread. 

How about if I just reword things: look for better words, avoid repetition, etc.? Is that revision?

▪ Well, that’s a part of revision called editing. It’s another important final step in polishing your work. But if you haven’t 
thought through your ideas, then rephrasing them won’t make any difference.
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Avoiding Summary

Summary: 

She starts the article by showing an example of a non-nuclear 
family at a soccer game cheering on a member of the family that 
has just scored a winning goal and she states “ I dare anybody to 
call this a broken home” implying that even though they are not a 
common structured family, they still care about each other. Then 
she goes into detail on how she was raised in a nuclear family but 
now realizes that even though she is a single parent, her and her 
daughter are fine. Then she explains how people think that if a 
family is not nuclear, it is a mess of a family and if the marriage 
ends in a divorce it’s not labeled as finished, it is labeled as a 
failure. She states that she used to believe in this ideology of 
divorce being the lazy way out and as a child , she wanted to be 
part of a “Family of Dolls” but soon realized after she got married 
that there is a story that did not fall into her prince charming fairy 
tale which lead to a dead marriage. 

Evaluation: 

While Kingsolver defends and stands behind the brutal truth of the 
hardships of divorce and families, she speaks from her own eyes and 
heart when she states,  “I had no idea how thoroughly these assumptions 
overlaid my culture until I went through divorce myself. I wrote to a 
friend: ‘This might be worse than being widowed. Overnight I’ve suffered 
the same losses- companionship, financial and practical support, my 
identity as a wife and partner, the future I’d taken for granted. I am 
lonely, grieving, and hard- pressed to take care of my household alone. 
But instead of bringing casseroles, people are acting like I had a fit and 
broke up the family china” (Kingsolver 508). The readers can not only feel 
the agony and distress these words scream, but also can get a sense of 
trust and understanding from the writer. She freely gives information that 
readers can reflect on from Kingsolver by allowing herself to be 
vulnerable and open, ultimately strengthening her claim. Thus, Kingsolver 
can vouch for families that are going through a split-up, and denounce 
any judgement that comes with it. 



Questions?

4



Setting up Quotes/Writing around source material

Avoid: 

Whitehead also tries to incorporate some facts into her essay but 
her attempts do not support her argument. "In 1994, a National 
Opinion Research Survey asked a group of Americans. 'Do you 
agree or disagree: one parent can bring up a child as well as two 
parents together.' Women split the vote 50/50 on the question; 
men disagreed by more than two to one." (Whitehead 520). She 
does get her information from an actual survey but the survey 
cannot be trusted.

She does a very good job at connecting with the reader personally 
by sharing her past experiences with divorce, “This might be 
worse than being widowed." (Kingsolver 508). This shows the 
reader that she knows what being part of a ‘not perfect’ family is 
like so the reader can trust her about this subject

Instead, do this: 

On the release day of The Goblet of Fire, she waited until she “made it to 
the front of the line and was allowed to buy” the book (Acocella 527).  
The reader sees that Acocella is passionate about the series and has read 
all of the books up to the time of the article.  Because of this, she is able 
to directly quote the books and write about them.  Not only does Acocella
establish ethos for herself, but she also establishes Rowling’s ethos 
through the use of textbook fairy tale strategies in the books.  “Vladimir 
Propp’s 1928 book ‘Morphology of the Folk Tale’” contains many of “the 
devices that Rowling has unabashedly picked up” (Acocella 527).

Whitehead makes an accusation in her essay that "Men, by contrast, have 
no positive identity as fathers out-side marriage" (Whitehead 520). The 
author fails to illustrate how this assumption is credible and provides no 
justification for her claim. Whitehead is undoubtedly undereducated and 
seemingly naïve to make such a narrow-minded and offensive accusation 
towards men.



Questions?

6



Comma and Semicolon Rules

Commas

▪ Place a comma after
introductory words or 
subordinate clauses

▪ Use commas to separate
independent clauses 
when using a FANBOYS 
conjunction 

▪ Use the Oxford comma to
avoid confusion

Comma Splices: created 
when we combine two 
independent clauses 
separated by a comma

Mrs. Brown loves her AP 
English class, they are the 
best students in the school. 

Fix by changing to a
semicolon, period, or adding
a conjunction 

Semicolons 

Takes the place of a period 
and allows the writer to 
combine sentences that are 
closely related. 
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A lesson on concision 

From the OWL at Purdue:

Concise writing does not always have the fewest words, but it 
always uses the strongest ones. Writers often fill sentences with 
weak or unnecessary words that can be deleted or replaced. 
Words and phrases should be deliberately chosen for the work 
they are doing. 

Replace vague words with specific ones

▪ Wordy: The politician talked about several of the merits of
after-school programs in his speech

▪ Concise: The politician touted after-school programs in his 
speech.

Interrogate every word in a sentence

▪ Wordy: The teacher demonstrated some of the various ways 
and methods for cutting words from my essay that I had 
written for class. (22 words)

▪ Concise: The teacher demonstrated methods for cutting words 
from my essay. (10 words)

Combine sentences

▪ Wordy: Ludwig's castles are an astounding marriage of beauty 
and madness. By his death, he had commissioned three castles.

▪ Concise: Ludwig's three castles are an astounding marriage of 
beauty and madness.

Use concise and purposeful language: 

The author gives no illustration as to how this assumption is credible, and 
provides no account as to how she is knowledgeable and justified to argue 
on this topic. Whitehead is undoubtedly undereducated and likely naïve 
to make such a narrow-minded, insulting, and offensive accusation 
towards men. 

BECOMES:

Whitehead’s assumption lacks credibility and provides no justification of 
her claim. Her narrow-minded and offense accusation makes her appear 
undereducated and naïve.



Questions?
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Choosing 

purposeful and 

elevated diction: 

Adding voice to 

your writing



Sentence #1

Things push us backwards as we try to 
continue to move forward.



From the Great Gatsby

“So we beat on, boats against the 
current, borne back ceaselessly into the 
past.”-Chapter 9



Sentence #2

In his starlit garden, men and women came 
and went telling secrets and drinking 
champagne.
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From The Great Gatsby

“In his blue gardens men and girls came and 
went like moths among the whisperings and 
the champagne and the stars.”-Chapter 3
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Sentence #3

The couch was still and floating on it were 
two women.  



From The Great Gatsby

“The only completely stationary object in the 
room was an enormous couch on which two 
young women were buoyed up as though upon 
an anchored balloon.”-Chapter 1 (about Jordan 
and Daisy)


