
Possible Thesis: As Wilde claims, disobedience is a valuable human trait without which progress could not be made 

because, as proven by national revolutions and revolutionary thinkers, it is only deviance from the norm that can change 

the norm.   

This thesis works because: 

1. It states that it agrees with Wilde’s claim 

2. It provides a general direction 

3. It states that the writer will continually return to the idea that only deviance from the norm can change the 

norm 

*Spend time drafting your thesis. Make sure it clear and provides direction 

Possible Support: 

A. American/French Revolution 

B. Civil Rights Movement 

C. Women’s suffrage 

D. Nelson Mandela 

E. Malala Yousafzai 

Reminders: 

 For a high-scoring essay, the College Board expects: 

o An essay that effectively takes a position 

o Uses appropriate and convincing evidence 

o Showcases a wide range of the elements of writing 

 To get a 9, you need to: 

o Demonstrate sophistication in your ideas and writing skills 

 Have a clear idea of what you are being asked—do not waffle; support every claim that you make 

 Organize by subclaim; consider presenting your examples in chronological order 

 A good argument builds as you move through your essay; do not repeat the same points 

 Use your knowledge of rhetorical devices to craft your argument. You are trying to persuade your audience. Use 

what you know about elements of persuasion and stylistic choices in language.  

Source: Albert 

 

 



AP English Language Exam 
The Argument Essay 

 Take a position (defend, challenge, or qualify) 

 Stay on topic 

 A note on qualifying: this shows that you demonstrate an understanding of multiple sides and can then 
qualify an argument that appreciates these many sides. It allows you to demonstrate cultural, historical, 
philosophical, and historical awareness. It proves that you are in touch with the world around you. AP 
readers are generally impressed with those who understand both sides.  

 Show that you understand the author’s point and clarify the claim that the author makes 

Planning: 

 5-10 minutes to plan (write thesis statement and list supporting evidence) 

 25-30 minutes to write (most high scoring essays are two full pages) 

 5 minutes to proofread  
 

Organization: 

 Intro/Body/Conclusion 

 Arrive at thesis quickly 

 Avoid simply repeating the prompt in your introduction 

 Always connect your ideas back to your thesis 

 Avoid a longwinded and elaborate conclusion 

 Body paragraphs are more important than a conclusion—if you are running out of time, don’t stop your 
argument to spend a lot of time on the conclusion  

 Suggestion for conclusion: Go global—relate to the real world, discuss the real importance of your point 
(answer “so what?”)  

Source: Fast Track to a Five 

 


