
AP Language and Composition 

Test: 

The Synthesis Essay Recap

Question 1



Reminder: 
A. You do not have to use all of the sources; 

however, use a minimum of three!

B. You must cite your sources!  You may 

simply refer to it as Source A, Source B, etc. 

OR you may refer to the author’s last name 

Be consistent with this throughout the essay. Either cite your 

sources as (Source B) or with the author (Lewinsky). If you use 

sources and do not cite them, the AP readers WILL NOT count 

them. If you do not use at least three DIFFERENT sources, you 

will not score higher than a 4. 



Reminder: 
A. Your argument should be central

B. Avoid merely summarizing sources

C. Your opinion is the most important aspect 

of this essay; therefore, it’s essential that 

you form one!

This is not a test on your ability to summarize the sources 

provided for you. You should make an original, central claim 

that addresses the prompt fully and then use the sources to 

back up that claim. If each body paragraph summarizes one 

source and does not use multiple examples, you will likely score 

a 5 on the 9 point rubric. 



Reminder: Bringing in your own examples 

is a good idea; it’s not essential, but it 

does help demonstrate to the reader that 

you are presenting your own argument

It is not a good idea to just focus on one example in each 

body paragraph. Have multiple examples, either from the 

sources or backing up a source with your own outside 

example. You can also include quick references to original 

examples in the introduction or conclusion. This shows your 

ability to have original ideas.



Reminder: The “Assignment” is the actual 

prompt, which you must address in a specific 

manner; make sure you read the prompt very 

carefully 

If you do not fully address the prompt, you cannot score higher 

than a 4. The public shaming prompt was:

In an essay that synthesizes at least three of the sources for 

support, take a position that defends, refutes, or qualifies the 

claim that public shaming is an ethical and effective motivator 

for certain actions and behaviors in today’s society. 

If you did not address how it is or is not ETHICAL AND EFFECTIVE, 

you did not fully address the question. 



Sample Thesis Statements
 Don’t:

1. Through analyzing sources A, B, and C, it can be seen that public 

punishment is not effective.

2. Public punishment is not ethical.

 Do:

1. Public shaming is not an ethical and effective motivator for certain 

actions and behaviors in today’s society because of its harmful 

consequences to the individual and the unspecified results on a 

society. 

2. Getting publically shamed can have dire consequences and 

extend further than those it is intended for making it an unethical 

and ineffective motivator in today’s society. 



Reminder: Organize your essay by sub claim; 

do not lead with a source or an example

 Don’t:

1. To begin, Source C talks about one of the biggest presidential 

scandals in our history.

2. Source D also does a very good job discussing the effects of public 

punishment.

 Do:

1. In recent years, the technological revolution has made it possible 

for information to be accessed anywhere, anytime, and by 

anyone.

2. However, public humiliation is not considered moral and effective 
in all situations. (from a qualifying essay)



Reminder: write concise and purposeful 

introductions and conclusions

 Introductions could discuss the history of the topic and 

how it has developed over time or how it is prevalent in 

today’s society. Be careful not to rewrite what is already 

given to you in the actual prompt.

 Conclusions can connect to greater societal implications 

(locally, nationally, globally) of this topic or what it 

means for our future. Leave the reader thinking or, when 

appropriate, provide a call to action. 



Reminder: Anticipate and address 

your opposition

 By doing this, you are showing the readers that you can 

think critically about this topic and understand all sides. 

However, you also strengthen your argument by logically 

explaining why your opinion is better than the opposition. 

You need to be fair about this. Avoid setting up a Straw 

Man (what’s this you ask???? You will learn all about it in 

the fallacy unit). 



Addressing the opposition: some 

examples

 (Following an example of someone setting fire to a criminal’s house) 

Although shaming criminals for their actions can appear to be a 

positive and ethical way to prevent people from committing a 
crime, it also causes more crime in society to occur, defeating the 

purpose of the shaming altogether.

 Public shaming through the justice system has rules and limits and 

may, therefore, be more ethical. However, social media humiliation 

never goes away with today’s technology, which ruins a person's 

chances of ever redeeming themselves. Moreover, public 

humiliation on the internet is also ineffective due to fact that the 

humiliation is utilized in many instances where it is not even 
deserved. Social media public shaming can be purely arbitrary and 

unwarranted. 



The Grammar Piece: Conjunctions

 Coordinating conjunctions

 Ex. FANBOYS (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so)

 Subordinate conjunctions

 If, whether, though, because, when, before, after, unless

 Correlative conjunctions

 Both…and; either…or; neither…nor; whether…or; not only…but also

 Conjunctive adverbs

 however, additionally, consequently, nevertheless, moreover, therefore, 

thus



Another Example: The 2015 Prompt 

Many high schools, colleges, and universities have 

honor codes or honor systems: sets of rules or 

principles that are intended to cultivate integrity. 

These rules or principles often take the form of 

written positions on practices like cheating, 

stealing, and plagiarizing as well as on the 

consequences of violating the established codes. 



Carefully read the following six sources, including 

the introductory information for each source. 

Then synthesize information from at least three of 

the sources and incorporate it into a coherent, 

well-developed argument for your own position 

on whether your school should establish, 

maintain, revise, or eliminate an honor code or 

honor system. 



Your argument should be the focus of your essay. 

Use the sources to develop your argument and 

explain the reasoning for it. Avoid merely 

summarizing the sources. Indicate clearly which 

sources you are drawing from, whether through 

direct quotation, paraphrase, or summary. You 

may cite the sources as Source A, Source B, etc., 

or by using the descriptions in parentheses. 



Source A (cartoon) 

Source B (Vangelli) 

Source C (Dirmeyer and Cartwright) 

Source D (Kahn) 

Source E (table) 

Source F (McCabe and Pavela) 


