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IGNOMINIOUS (ADJ)  IGNOMINY (N)
Ignominious: deserving or bringing disgrace or 
shame

Ignominy: shame

They know how to spare when they see occasion; and 
when they strike, the axe may be sharp indeed, but its 
edge is seldom poisoned with ill-will; nor is it their 
custom ignominiously to kick the head which they 
have just struck off.



IMPUNITY (N) IMPUNE (V)

Impunity: exemption from punishment or 

loss

It might be true, indeed, that this was a life which could 

not, with impunity, be lived too long; else, it might make 

me permanently other than I had been, without 

transforming me into any shape which it would be worth 

my while to take.



INAUSPICIOUS (ADJ)

Inauspicious: contrary to your interests or welfare; 

unpromising 

Finding it so directly on the threshold of our narrative, 

which is now about to issue from 

that inauspicious portal, we could hardly do otherwise 

than pluck one of its flowers, and present it to the 

reader.



SCOURGE (N); (V)
Scourge (n): a whip 

Scourge (n): a cause of affliction or calamity

Scourge (v): to punish or criticize severely

It might be that an Antinomian, a Quaker, or other heterodox 
religionist, was to be scourged out of the town, or an idle or 
vagrant Indian, whom the white man's firewater had made 
riotous about the streets, was to be driven with stripes into 
the shadow of the forest.



INFAMY (N)   INFAMOUS ( ADJ)

Infamy: a state of extreme dishonor

On the other hand, a penalty which, in our days, 

would infer a degree of mocking infamy and 

ridicule, might then be invested with almost as stern 

a dignity as the punishment of death itself.



REMONSTRANCE (N) 
REMONSTRATE (V)

Remonstrance: the act of expressing earnest opposition or 
protest

She saw her father's face, with its bold brow, and reverend white 
beard that flowed over the old-fashioned Elizabethan ruff; her 
mother's, too, with the look of heedful and anxious love which it 
always wore in her remembrance, and which, even since her death, 
had so often laid the impediment of a gentle remonstrance in 
her daughter's pathway.



TREMULOUS (ADJ)

Tremulous: quivering as from weakness or fear

He was a person of very striking aspect, with a white, 

lofty, and impending brow; large, brown, melancholy eyes, 

and a mouth which, unless when he forcibly compressed 

it, was apt to be tremulous, expressing both nervous 

sensibility and a vast power of self restraint.



PEREMPTORY (ADJ)

Peremptory: not allowing denial or refusal; 

imperative 

His first care was given to the child, whose cries, 

indeed, as she lay writhing on the trundle-bed, made 

it of peremptory necessity to postpone all other 

business to the task of soothing her.



IMPERIOUS (ADJ)

Imperious: having or showing arrogant superiority 

Often, nevertheless, more from caprice than necessity, 

she demanded to be taken up in arms; but was soon 

as imperious to be let down again, and frisked onward 

before Hester on the grassy pathway, with many a 

harmless trip and tumble.



ERUDITION (N)  ERUDITE (ADJ)

Erudition: profound scholarly knowledge

Here the pale clergyman piled up his library, rich with 

parchment-bound folios of the Fathers, and the lore of 

Rabbis, and monkish erudition, of which the Protestant 

divines, even while they vilified and decried that class of 

writers, were yet constrained often to avail themselves.



VILIFY (V)

Vilify: spread negative information about

Here the pale clergyman piled up his library, rich with 
parchment-bound folios of the Fathers, and the lore of 
Rabbis, and monkish erudition, of which the Protestant 
divines, even while they vilified and decried that class 
of writers, were yet constrained often to avail 
themselves.



PALLIATE (V)          PALLIATIVE ( ADJ)

Palliate: lessen or to try to lessen the seriousness 
or extent of something

The young clergyman, after a few hours of privacy, was 
sensible that the disorder of his nerves had hurried him 
into an unseemly outbreak of temper, which there had 
been nothing in the physician's words to excuse 
or palliate.



ODIOUS (ADJ)

Odious: unequivocally detestable

His gestures, his gait, his grizzled beard, his slightest and 

most indifferent acts, the very fashion of his garments, 

were odious in the clergyman's sight; a token implicitly 

to be relied on of a deeper antipathy in the breast of the 

latter than he was willing to acknowledge to himself.



DELETERIOUS (ADJ)

Deleterious: harmful to living things

Or might it suffice him that every wholesome growth 

should be converted into 

something deleterious and malignant at his touch?



REPROACH (V)   REPROACHFUL ( ADJ)

Reproach: express criticism towards

Else it may be their miserable fortune, as it was Roger 
Chillingworth's, when some mightier touch than their 
own may have awakened all her sensibilities, to 
be reproached even for the calm content, the marble 
image of happiness, which they will have imposed upon 
her as the warm reality.



PRECOCITY (N)    PRECOCIOUS ( ADJ)
Precocity: intelligence achieved far ahead of normal 
development

But now the idea came strongly into Hester's mind, that Pearl, 
with her remarkable precocity and acuteness, might already 
have approached the age when she could have been made a 
friend, and entrusted with as much of her mother's sorrows 
as could be imparted, without irreverence either to the parent 
or the child.



PETULANT (ADJ)   PETULANCE (N)

Petulant: easily irritated or annoyed

Heretofore, the mother, while loving her child with the 
intensity of a sole affection, had schooled herself to hope for 
little other return than the waywardness of an April breeze, 
which spends its time in airy sport, and has its gusts of 
inexplicable passion, and is petulant in its best of moods, 
and chills oftener than caresses you, when you take it to your 
bosom;



JOCULAR (ADJ)       JOCULARITY (N) 

Jocular: characterized by jokes and good humor

All such professors of the several branches of 

jocularity would have been sternly repressed, not only 

by the rigid discipline of law, but by the general 

sentiment which give law its vitality.



SCINTILLATING (ADJ)

Scintillating: marked by high spirits or excitement

Pearl set forth at a great pace, and as Hester smiled to 

perceive, did actually catch the sunshine, and stood 

laughing in the midst of it, all brightened by its splendour, 

and scintillating with the vivacity excited by rapid 

motion.



REPUDIATE (V)

Repudiate: refuse to acknowledge, ratify, or 
recognize as valid

It was to teach them, that the holiest amongst us has 
but attained so far above his fellows as to discern more 
clearly the Mercy which looks down, 
and repudiate more utterly the phantom of human 
merit, which would look aspiringly upward.


