
Sentence Types – Practice  

Periodic Sentence: A sentence in which the main clause or its predicate is withheld until the end; for 

example, “Despite heavy winds and nearly impenetrable ground fog, the plane landed safely.” The completion 

of the main clause is left to the end, thus creating an effect of suspense. All alone in the world, without any 

money, he died. 

Loose sentence: A sentence structure in which a main clause is followed by one or 

more coordinate or subordinate phrases and clauses. Contrast with periodic sentence. A writer may use 

loose sentences to give "the impression of spontaneity and vernacular immediacy" (The Autobiographical 

Subject, 1995). Use the loose sentence for its easy conversational effect. At its simplest the loose 

sentence contains a main clause plus a subordinate construction. “We must be wary of conclusions drawn 

from the ways of the social insects, since their evolutionary track lies so far from ours.” Robert Ardrey  “I knew I 

had found a friend in the woman, who herself was a lonely soul, never having known the love of man or 

child.” Emma Goldman 

 

Hortative Sentence: The definition of hortative is a choice of words that encourage action. An example 
would be: "Just try it at least once!"   The subject of the sentence is always “you.”  

(Remember – Hortative = Help.) 

 

Imperative Sentence: A type of sentence that gives advice or instructions or that expresses a request or 

command. (Compare with sentences that make a statement, ask a question, or express an exclamation.) An 

imperative sentence typically begins with the base form of a verb, as in Go now! The implied subject you is 

said to be "understood" (or elliptical): (You) go now!  An imperative sentence ends with a period or 

an exclamation point.  (Remember: It is imperative that you do this.)  

Directions: Label each sentence as either periodic, loose, hortative, or imperative.  

1. It was a dreary November night, the pea-soup fog overwhelming the street lamps and 
cars crawling through the blackness, when I stepped off the curb and heard scuffling of 

dress shoes on the gritty, wet, cobblestone street, like a scene from a Bogart movie.  
 
 

 
2. John, the tough one, the sullen kid who scoffed at any show of sentiment, gave his 

mother flowers. 

 
 

 
3. Great Job! 

         

4. Do your homework. 

        

5. The teacher considered him a good student, steady if not inspired, willing if not eager, 

responsive to instruction and conscientious about his work. 
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6.Believe in yourself.  

 

7. He might consider paying the higher fees at a private university, if the teacher/student 
ratio is small, the teachers are highly qualified, and the job placement rate is high. 

 

8. Suddenly, for no apparent reason, the loveable cat scratched Sally. 

 

9. Shut the door. 

 

10. Try it! 

 

11. Love, as everyone knows except those who happen to be afflicted with it, is blind. 

 

12. Autumn is my favorite time of year, the colors of the leaves, the crisp morning air, and 
the promise of winter snow. 

 

 
13.He finally landed his dream job, after hundreds of applications, dozens of interviews, 

and his willingness to start with a smaller salary and move up. 
 
 

 
14."Always do right. This will gratify some people and astonish the rest." –Mark Twain 

 
 
 

15.You go, girl! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Sentence Types – Practice --- KEY 

Periodic Sentence: A sentence in which the main clause or its predicate is withheld until the end; for 

example, “Despite heavy winds and nearly impenetrable ground fog, the plane landed safely.” The completion 

of the main clause is left to the end, thus creating an effect of suspense. All alone in the world, without any 

money, he died. 

Loose sentence: A sentence structure in which a main clause is followed by one or 

more coordinate or subordinate phrases and clauses. Contrast with periodic sentence. A writer may use 

loose sentences to give "the impression of spontaneity and vernacular immediacy" (The Autobiographical 

Subject, 1995). Use the loose sentence for its easy conversational effect. At its simplest the loose 

sentence contains a main clause plus a subordinate construction. “We must be wary of conclusions drawn 

from the ways of the social insects, since their evolutionary track lies so far from ours.” Robert Ardrey  “I knew I 

had found a friend in the woman, who herself was a lonely soul, never having known the love of man or 

child.” Emma Goldman 

 

Hortative Sentence: The definition of hortative is a choice of words that encourage action. An example 
would be: "Just try it at least once!"   The subject of the sentence is always “you.”  

(Remember – Hortative = Help.) 

 

Imperative Sentence: A type of sentence that gives advice or instructions or that expresses a request or 

command. (Compare with sentences that make a statement, ask a question, or express an exclamation.) An 

imperative sentence typically begins with the base form of a verb, as in Go now! The implied subject you is 

said to be "understood" (or elliptical): (You) go now!  An imperative sentence ends with a period or 

an exclamation point.  (Remember: It is imperative that you do this.)  

Directions: Label each sentence as either periodic, loose, hortative, or imperative.  

1. It was a dreary November night, the pea-soup fog overwhelming the street lamps and 
cars crawling through the blackness, when I stepped off the curb and heard scuffling of 

dress shoes on the gritty, wet, cobblestone street, like a scene from a Bogart movie.  

       loose 

  
2. John, the tough one, the sullen kid who scoffed at any show of sentiment, gave his 

mother flowers. 

Periodic 

3. Great Job! 

        Hortative 

4. Do your homework. 

       Imperative  

5. The teacher considered him a good student, steady if not inspired, willing if not eager, 
responsive to instruction and conscientious about his work. 

 Loose 
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6.Believe in yourself.  

Hortative  

7. He might consider paying the higher fees at a private university, if the teacher/student 
ratio is small, the teachers are highly qualified, and the job placement rate is high. 

Loose 

8. Suddenly, for no apparent reason, the loveable cat scratched Sally. 

periodic 

9.Shut the door. 

Imperative  

10.Try it! 

Hortative  

11. Love, as everyone knows except those who happen to be afflicted with it, is blind. 

Periodic 

12. Autumn is my favorite time of year, the colors of the leaves, the crisp morning air, and 
the promise of winter snow. 

Loose 

 
13.He finally landed his dream job, after hundreds of applications, dozens of interviews, 

and his willingness to start with a smaller salary and move up. 
Loose 
 

 
14."Always do right. This will gratify some people and astonish the rest." –Mark Twain 

Imperative 
 
 

15.You go, girl! 
Hortative 
 

 


