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I. Curricular Choirs 
Mixed Choir - Open to all students. No previous choral experience is necessary. The ensemble 
performs choral literature of all styles at five concerts a year. The course content includes 
learning basic vocal technique and concepts of music theory and history. Students will learn 
solfege, notational skills, and the basics of sight reading. Students are encouraged to participate 
in extracurricular activities such as IMEA, and Solo & Ensemble. 
Treble Choir - Open by audition to sophomore, junior, and senior women with choral 
experience and consent of the instructor. The curriculum is based on intermediate concepts of 
vocal fundamentals, music theory, and music history. Emphasis will be placed on sight reading. 
Students will perform choral literature of all styles at five concerts throughout the year and in 
select festivals. Students are highly encouraged to participate in extracurricular activities such 
as IMEA, and Solo & Ensemble. 
Bel Canto- Open by audition to students with a proficiency in vocal and sight-reading skills. 
The choir performs choral literature of all styles at five concerts and select festivals. Students 
will explore advanced concepts of music theory relating to tonality, vocal technique, and sight 
reading, as well as further study of music history. Students are expected to participate in 
extracurricular activities similar to Solo & Ensemble. 
Concert Choir- Open by audition to students with a proficiency in vocal and sight-reading skills. 
The choir performs choral literature of all styles at five concerts and select festivals. 
Students will explore advanced concepts of music theory relating to tonality, vocal technique, 
and sight reading, as well as further study of music history. Students are expected to participate 
in extracurricular activities such as IMEA, and Solo & Ensemble. 
 
II. Co-Curricular Choirs 
Auditions for all groups are held at the beginning of the school year, with the exception of vocal 
jazz. 
Madrigal Singers - Small, advanced mixed ensemble that rehearses first semester. This select 
group focuses on early music and sings for concerts and community appearances as well as the 
annual Madrigal Dinners. 
Vocal Jazz Ensemble - Small, advanced mixed ensemble that rehearses second semester. This 
group will focus on the uniquely American art form of Jazz and will perform at concerts and in 
the community 
Soubrettes* – Ensemble open to freshman through senior girls. Soubrettes meets from 
September to December. This group functions as the “serving wenches” for Madrigal dinner 
and also sings at the Collage concerts. In late March, Soubrettes will return as a pop/jazz choir. 
Vox Concolor* – Open to freshman through senior boys that will sing a variety of music styles. 
This ensemble meets first quarter and fourth quarter and may make an appearance at 
Collage concerts in December. 
 
*Members may elect to participate on a quarter-by-quarter basis for these groups. 
 
 
 
 



III. Classroom Rules 
1. Act with respect to yourself and others (applies to person and property). 
2. Be on the risers when the bell rings with music, black binder, & pencil ready to warm-up. 
3. No gum, food, or drink during class. Water bottles are allowed. 
4. Have fun and give your best effort every day. Be an active learner! 
 
IV. Behavior Expectations 
As an ensemble member you are expected to work hard during rehearsals and strive for sincere 
communication in performance. Any other behavior is considered inappropriate. Some positive 
behaviors that will help you and the choir to be successful include: 

 A positive mental attitude; desire to excel 

 Working with and for the team (be involved) 

 Outstanding listening skills, especially when we stop singing 

 Attentiveness throughout class 

 Proper singing posture 

 Proper concert etiquette 

 Having all music, pencil, etc. at all rehearsals 

 Not talking over your peers; raising your hand 

 Regular attendance 

 Being punctual: You are on time if you are early; you are late if you are on time. 

 Using the whiteboard or piano only with permission 

 Remember, all school rules apply in our classroom. Consult your school handbook if you 
have a question. 

 
V. Grades 
Choir is a curricular class, thus choir students are graded on the quality of their work. Grades 
are comprised of daily participation, attendance at rehearsals and concerts, singing and written 
tests, and written work. Remember you earn your grades, I DO NOT assign them! The grades 
are weighted according to the following scale: 
 
COMPONENT % OF GRADE 
Rehearsal Practices 25% 
Concerts & Dress Rehearsals 25% 
Written/Singing Tests 20% 
In Class Work/Homework 10% 
Final Exam 20% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rehearsal Practices 
Your daily practices grade will be based on the points earned within class. Every rehearsal is 
worth 10 participation points. Everyone begins class with 10 points, and points are deducted for 
not following class rules, not having music, being disruptive, chewing gum on the risers, 
excessive talking, etc. Having your class materials is a necessary part of participating in class. If 
you do not have your binder, music, or pencil in class: your daily participation grade will be 
affected. 
 
A class absence results in the loss of a rehearsal experience. This experience cannot be 
recreated. It is the students responsibly to find out what music was covered and practice that 
music on their own. Students are still responsible for any singing tests over the missed material. 
 
When you can't sing - When you are physically unable to sing in class, you may not “just sit 
there!" Before class starts, you must let the director know that you are having a vocal problem. 
Depending on the day’s activity, students will either follow along by writing in their music and 
using solfege hand signs or filing out a sick sheet. 
 
Singing/Written Tests 
Students will be required to perform class repertoire, or sight-singing, alone or in small groups 
to demonstrate their level of achievement. Written quizzes will check material covered in class, 
on topics ranging from music theory to music history and beyond. 
Classwork 
Students will complete written class work, homework (self-reflections, musical mishaps, group 
evaluations, concert reflections, etc.) on material covered in class. This work will cover topics 
ranging from music theory to music history to music appreciation and beyond. 
Concert Attendance 
Concerts (and dress rehearsals) are a critical part of singing in a choir; therefore you will receive 
a grade for your participation. Grades will be determined by your punctuality, proper concert 
attire, concert etiquette, and overall participation. Excused absences include illness or injury, 
family emergencies, excused absence from school the same day, and some planned family 
activities that cannot be moved to a different day (weddings, funerals, etc.) Conflicts with other 
school activities are excused if cleared in advance with the director. (This does not apply if the 
other school activity is a club holding a social activity, or if it is a study session or make-up test 
which could have been scheduled at a different time. Please respect your choir!) Unexcused 
absences include lack of transportation, job, social activities (this includes “local” family 
parties), doctor visits of a non-emergency nature (you have your calendar, plan accordingly) 
Unexcused absences from a performance or dress rehearsal will result in a zero grade. 
A written note explaining, in full, any anticipated student absence must be received two 
weeks prior to the event in order to be considered excused. “I have to work” is not an 
acceptable excuse. Please let your managers know well in advance of days you will be unable 
to work. In the event of any problems please give the director your employer’s names and 
numbers, and the director will attempt to contact them. 
 
Make-up assignment for excused concert / dress rehearsal absence 



An excused absence, or partial absence from a dress rehearsal or concert may be 
made up. 
 
Make-up Assignment: 
Students who miss the concert must set-up an individual appointment with Ms. Lanute. 
Students will sing concert material individually. Ms. Lanute may pick any piece or portion of 
the music to assess the student’s proficiency. For a scoring rubric please see Ms. Lanute. 
In the case of an unexcused absence the student will receive a zero for the 
missed activity. 
 
Music/Athletic conflicts 
We recognize that most students lead very busy lives. There are those times when the students 
have more than one commitment to honor. We know that flexibility and respect will give the 
students the opportunities to maintain positive standing in their classes and teams. This policy 
serves as a framework to help students honor their commitments and still be respectful of 
teachers, coaches, sponsors, peers, and the goals of the music classes and teams to which they 
belong. Both commitments should be honored if at all possible, thus eliminating any conflict. IF 
there is a conflict, it is the student’s responsibility to let his/her teacher and coach know of the 
conflict as early as possible! 
 
Type of conflict and its resolution: 
Music Practice and Athletic Practice: Student makes arrangements with teacher/coach to miss 
equitable time of each practice. 
Music Practice and Game/Match: Attend the game/match with no penalty. 
Music Performance and Athletic Practice: Attend performance with no penalty. 
Music Performance and Game/Match: Music Teacher and Athletic Director will work to resolve 
conflict on an individual basis. Level of performance/match/game and the student’s degree of 
participation in the same will be taken into account in the decision. Extra weight will be given to 
post-season performances/games/matches (i.e. Sectional, State meet, Super-State Contest, 
etc.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VI. Concert Attire 
Choral robes and stoles are provided by PSHS. Dress clothes underneath are required. In order 
to represent the high performance standards of the PSHS Music Department, uniform black 
dress shoes will be required. The shoes will be purchased at the student’s expense and may be 
used in future years or sold to future choir members. Please contact Ms. Lanute if there are any 
financial concerns. 
 
Women: 

 Black dress pants, skirt or dress, not visible below robe 

 Skin color “nude” nylons/hose must be worn. 

 Choir shoes: Black flats, closed-toe, simple (no bling or straps).  

 NO jewelry visible except stud or small hoop earrings. One small ring (class ring, 
claddagh, etc) is allowed. 

 Hair pulled back and out of your face. Hair must not obscure your eyes or cast shadows 
on your face. Headband or tie must be black or dark brown. 

Men: 

 Black pants and socks (and choir shoes) are required. 

 NO jewelry visible except small stud or hoop earrings. One ring is allowed. 

 Hair out of the face. 
 
Please do not get a new, “non-removable” piercing in a visible area right before a concert. 
Students may not be allowed to perform if concert apparel is not correct. YOU ARE NOT TO 
APPEAR IN PUBLIC or ON STAGE IN “PARTIAL” ROBE ATTIRE. The robe is to be worn completely 
(zipped up, with stole correctly on) or not at all, except backstage. 
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VII. Attendance and Tardies 
All school rules for attendance and punctuality apply to choir. If you arrive later than the bell, 
you are sent to get a tardy slip from the hall monitor or dean, who will scan your ID. 
Consequences for tardies will be handled via school policy which can be found in your student 
handbook. 
 
VIII. Facilities and Equipment 
Black Binder 
You will be required to bring a black binder to class. Do not write on or decorate the outside of 
the binder, and keep it in good shape. It may be used in a performance. 
Music 
You are responsible for any music that is issued to you. If any of that which is assigned to you is 
lost or damaged, you will be assessed the amount of money for replacement. NEVER WRITE ON 
YOUR MUSIC WITH PEN!!!! 
 
 
 
 



Practice Rooms 
You are strongly encouraged to make use of these outstanding facilities outside of class, either 
during study hall or before/after school. See Ms. Lanute’s teacher page on the school website 
to sign up for a practice room. 
Computer Music Lab 
The PSHS Music Department is proud to have state-of-the-art computer music equipment at 
students’ disposal. This facility will be incorporated into the choir curriculum. The lab is to be 
treated with the highest degree of respect and care. The other equipment you encounter, (i.e. 
robes, risers, etc.) throughout the year is expensive and important to your fellow classmates. 
Take pride in what belongs to your choir. 
 
IX. Hallway Pass Procedures 
It is the students’ responsibility to bring class materials, use the restroom, etc. between classes. 
If a student needs to use the restroom, they may fill out the pass in pen and come to the piano 
to have it signed at a transition point. (examples: between warm-ups and the first piece or 
transitioning between pieces). 
 
X. Private Voice Lessons 
To fully develop your voice, we strongly recommend that you consider private voice lessons. 
Ask other students about their experiences with private lesson teachers. 
 
XI. Miscellaneous 
IMEA District and All-State Festivals 
Participation in the District and All-State Festivals is a prestigious and highly sought after 
achievement by high school musicians. Auditions are required of Concert Choir members. The 
auditions are scheduled on a Tuesday afternoon/ evening. Those accepted into the District IX 
Senior Chorus become eligible for the All-State choral ensembles based on the same audition 
results. The District Festival is held on a Saturday in November and the All -State Festival is a 
three day event in January held in Peoria. The festivals are led by conductors of the highest 
caliber. 
 
Madrigal Dinner 
The Madrigal Dinner in December will provide opportunities for many students other than the 
Madrigal Singers to get involved. Roles for actors, small ensembles, decorators, serving 
wenches, etc., will be announced later in the year. 
Solo & Ensemble Contest 
This contest is held in February at PSHS. Students prepare a solo or small ensemble outside of 
class then perform for a clinician. More information will be forthcoming on the exact 
procedures. An accompanist fee ($25-$50) should be expected. (Fees may vary depending on 
the number of rehearsal opportunities desired with the accompanist.) 
Concert Field Trips 
We will offer optional field trips to a number of professional concerts throughout the year. 
These concerts will be at the student’s expense and will be announced as opportunities arise. 



Past field trips include Chanticleer, the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo, American Boychoir, New York Voices and many more. 
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After reading the handbook, detach, complete, and return this page by Tuesday, September 5. 
 
Acknowledgement Form 
Plainfield South HS Choirs 2017-2018 
Name: 
Choir: 
Parent Name(s): 
Parent E-mail: 
 
I have read the PSHS Choirs Policy Book and agree to be responsible for the information 
contained within it. I understand the ramification of missing a required event. I understand the 
expectations and my responsibilities in choir and am willing to live up to them. 
 
_______________________    _______________________ 
Student Signature     Parent/Guardian Signature 
 
_______________________    _______________________ 
Student Name (please print)    Date 
 
Note: Students must have this completed page on file before being allowed to participate in a 
concert. After reading the handbook, detach, complete, and return this page by Tuesday, 
September 5. 
 
 
 


