
AP Government 
Summer Assignment 2018 

 
Welcome to Advanced Placement Government and Politics! 
 
AP Government and Politics is a fast-paced, rigorous semester course.  Our (yours and mine) primary goal is to prepare 
you to earn a score of a 3, 4, or 5 (preferably!) on the AP Examination in May.  Yes, taking the AP Exam in May is your 
goal.  Let’s get started. 
 
Our primary document is the United States Constitution which means you need to become very familiar with it:  its 
underpinnings, its structure, and all of its contents.  Beyond the United States Constitution, we will work with a plethora 
of primary documents like Federalist #51 and landmark court cases which will allow us to understand and interpret 
and learn to write from a political perspective analyzing abstract concepts and principles that have shaped our 
Government.  Our current state of politics and your own political self will also influence our studies. 
 
Summer Assignment (due August 16th 2018 or January 7th 2019) 
 

A. Through thorough examination, digest the United States Constitution  by responding to the items below.  
Certainly, it would be wise to annotate the document.  This includes taking notes of language, jargon, and other 
vocabulary unknown to you. 

B. Understand the argument James Madison makes in Federalist #51  and how it impacted the framers’ structural 
decisions concerning the Constitution by responding to the items concerning the document. Certainly, it would 
be wise to annotate the document.  This includes taking notes of language, jargon, and other vocabulary 
unknown to you. 

 
*You can find the U.S. Constitution at  
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/constitution-transcript 
 
*You can find Federalist #51 at  
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_cent ury/fed51.asp 
 

A:  The Constitution 
 
Part I:  The Preamble 

1. Define the word preamble.   
2. Based on the definition and your reading of it, why is the Preamble necessary?  
3. List the six goals of the preamble and then explain what these goals mean in your own words: 

 
Part II:  The Articles 

1. Define the word article as it relates to the Constitutional framework. 
2. The Articles outline how the framers’ wanted  

 
Article I:  10 sections 

1. Read through each section of Article I.  What is an appropriate title for Article 1? 
2. Examine each section (4-10) and define and explain each of these section’s guidelines/rules. 
3. What is the principal purpose of the legislative body? 
4. After working through section 8, determine which of these powers are the most important-make a top 5 list with 

explanations. 
5. After working through section 10, select two denied powers and explain why these denials are essential. 

 
Article II:  4 sections 

1. Read through each section of Article II.  What is an appropriate title for Article II? 
2. Examine each section (2-4) and define and explain each of these section’s guidelines/rules. 
3. Read and explain the meaning of the President’s Oath of Office:   "I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully 

execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend 
the Constitution of the United States."  Pay attention to the syntax and to each word’s meaning (i.e. solemnly, 
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faithfully, etc.).  Consider:  are any of the words and/or syntax in the Oath found in other sections of the Article?  
Why? 

 
Article III:  3 sections 

1. Read through each section of Article III.  What is an appropriate title for Article III? 
2. Examine each section (1-3) and define and explain each of these section’s guidelines/rules. 
3. Explain the relationship between the legislative branch and the judicial branch as outline in the Articles. 

 
Article IV: 4 sections 

1. Read through each section of Article IV.  What is an appropriate title for Article IV? 
2. Examine each section (1-4) and define and explain each of these section’s guidelines/rules. 
3. Create an analogy about the relationship between the federal government and the states. 

 
Article V   

1. What is an appropriate title for Article V? 
2. What is the purpose of Article V (include the essential details)? 
3. How is this Article impacted by Article I, section 9, 1st and 4th clauses? 

 
Article VI   

1. Summarize the purpose of Article VI.  There is more there than you think.  Need help?  visit 
http://www.annenbergclassroom.org/page/article-vi  
Be sure to use parenthetical citation if necessary.  

Article VII 
1. Summarize the purpose of Article VII. 
2. Define popular sovereignty (include four ways it is expressed in a democracy). 
3. Explain how the concept of popular sovereignty is demonstrated in Article VII.   
4. Of the original signers, pick any one of them who sounds familiar and describe his connection to the process of 

ratification. 
 
Part III:  THE AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION 
Notes:  Some parts of the Constitution require a simple majority, others a supermajority, while still others protect 
citizens from the will of the majority. The first ten amendments to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, protects citizens 
from the will of the majority thus no majority could vote to take these rights away.  
 

1. Visit this link https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/more-perfect-union and read the article titled,   A More 
Perfect Union which will provide a closer perspective of the convention, the ratification process, and the 
adoption of the Bill of Rights. 

2. Read each amendment to the Constitution answering the items as requested. 
 
The Bill of Rights, the first ten (ok, well really 12 but only 10 made the cut) 
 
Preamble: (nearly the same wording when the articles that become the amendments were proposed) 

Congress of the United States 
begun and held at the City of New-York, on 
Wednesday the fourth of March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty nine. 

THE Conventions of a number of the States, having at the time of their adopting the Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to prevent 
misconstruction or abuse of its powers, that further declaratory and restrictive clauses should be added: And as extending the ground of 
public confidence in the Government, will best ensure the beneficent ends of its institution. 

RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled, two thirds of both Houses 
concurring, that the following Articles be proposed to the Legislatures of the several States, as amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States, all, or any of which Articles, when ratified by three fourths of the said Legislatures, to be valid to all intents and purposes, as 
part of the said Constitution; viz. 

ARTICLES in addition to, and Amendment of the Constitution of the United States of America, proposed by Congress, and ratified by the 
Legislatures of the several States, pursuant to the fifth Article of the original Constitution. 
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Note: The [following] text is a transcription of the first ten amendments to the Constitution in their original form. These amendments were 
ratified December 15, 1791, and form what is known as the "Bill of Rights." 

? Explain the purpose of the Preamble to the Bill of Rights. 

Amendments I through X 

1. Define the word amendment.  Explain how the definition applies to the Constitutional Amendments. 
2. For each amendment, re-write the amendment into your own words. 
3. For each amendment, explain how the amendment defines the rights of individual citizens in contrast to the 

powers of the federal government. 
 
Amendments IX-XXVII 
 
11. Which amendment(s) of the Constitution protect the rights of women?  
12. What is the relationship between the 18th and 21st amendments? 
13. Which amendments (s) of the Constitution protect the rights of African Americans?  
14. How were US Senators chosen before the Seventeenth Amendment?  
15.  Which Amendment states when the President’s term in office begins and ends?  Why would an amendment like this 
be necessary? 
16.  Which amendment prohibits poll taxes?  How does this amendment help to maintain a balance of power across the 
American society? 
17.  Which amendment states the term limits for the President?  When was this amendment passed?  Why? 
18.  What is the purpose the 25th amendment? 
19.  In which amendment was the voting age lowered to 18? 
20.  Which amendment created the federal income tax?  Why was an amendment needed for this reason? 
 
 

Part B:   Federalist #51  
Directions:  Use Federalist 51 to respond to each item 
 

1. Explain the argument Madison lays out in the first paragraph of Federalist 51 
2. What is essential for the “preservation of liberty” and how should this “be so constituted”?  
3. Explain in your own words what Madison argues in the second paragraph of Federalist 51. 
4.  Why should the departments not be dependent on each other to act? What might happen if they were? 
5.  Explain this statement in the context of Madison’s argument: “If men were angels, no government would be 

necessary”.  
6. Since men control the government, what difficulty does this create? 
7.  Which branch of the government does Madison argue is the strongest?  What solution does Madison lay out to 

qualm the fears about this branch being to strong? 
8. In the final four paragraphs of Federalist 51 Madison talks about Federalism and state’s rights – define federalism 

and explain what point you believe Madison was making at the end of Federalist 51.  
 

 
Further Resources (for extension) 
 
iCivics is an .org website that seeks to educate through interactive games:  Bill of Rights, Argument & Persauasion, 
Constitutional Law, Local Government, Branches of Power, Candidate issues, Navigating the Court System 
https://www.icivics.org  
 
Constitutional is a podcast sponsored by the Washington Post that seeks to tell the story of America through the exploration 
of the Constitution and the people who framed it (and reframed it).  Hosted by Lillian Cunningham 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/podcasts/constitutional/?utm_term=.60047c886400  
 
The National Constitution Center supports the podcast We the People hosted by Jeffery Rosen which presents a weekly 
balanced conversation with leading scholars of all viewpoints on contemporary and historical topics about the United States 
Constitution.  https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/filter/podcasts   (The National Constitution Center presents a plethora of 
information and resources.) 
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